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ER M 1 T me to render this 


and uſeful amuſement to the younger 
part of my own ſex, in ſome 
degree reſ pectable, by putting * 


under 


attempt to afford an innocent 
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1 er your Ladyſhip 8 protetion 3 
conſeious at the ſame time, that 
the moſt honourable name cannot 
give repu tation to a work, which 

has no other claim to the my 


favour. "a mos 


* * r F $ . 5 
1 


How imperfect ſoever the ex- 
ecution of the plan may appear, 


the intention was to place active 
and extenſive benevolence, in an 


* amiable and practicable point of 
vier; and to impreſs an idea, 
which cannot be too ſtrictly ad- 


if | hered to, — that every deviation 


' from virtue, and rectitude of heart, 


I muſt be attended with mortifica- 


tion, nee., and OAT. 
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F The ene led me, by * 
irreſiſtible impulſe, to inſcribe it 
to LADY. MIDDLETON 3 Who, 1 
hope, with her accuſtomed lenity, 
will pardon my preſumption, and 
permit me to ſubſcribe myfelf, 


HER LADYSHIP'S 


- MOST DEVOTED, AND MOST 


| + por - | 
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THE AUTHOR, ® 
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: reſter's 
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| PERSONS OF, CONSEQUENCE 
- INTRODUCED ro TH READER. - 

33 et ng e 4. 1 of 3 LY”, 

J OVISA was che only child of N 3 
main Forreſter, who died when 5 
was about ſeven years old, and left her 


to the care of a moſt amiable and ſenſible 
mother; with an annuity for Mrs. Fot. 1 
ly ſufficient | to pport 
le they had 8 5 if 


them with decency, in the 


been accuſtomed to. This ſhe thought 5 
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2 LOUISA FORRESTER. 


tird to lodging in a pleaſant village 


; about! fifty miles from London; where ſhe 


cou'd live cheap, out of the notice of her _ 
former acquaintance, and beſtow all her 


_ A LE - ES et en 


time and care in the education of her be- 


loved Louiſa. As Mrs. Forreſter knew, 
if it pleaſed Heaven to grant her a long 
life, it was as much as ſhe could hope for 


to {ave a genteel independence for her 


darling child, The endeavour'd to fuit 


5 Louiſa's mind to her condition. She 
| could not ſo far r- in her taſte for the 


ite arts, as to br ing up her daughter a 


mere unpoliſh'd, ruſtic; | tho? The fre- 


- quently thought, that might have bad , 
dhe greateſt tendency to make her paſs 


w of 


thro? life with caſe and compoſure, as 
wife to ſome induſtrious tradeſman, , Or as 


a ſingle woman in narrow circumſtances. 


- But theſe thoughts were no ſooner form d 
| than rejected—and ſhe determined. to ex- 
8 her utmoſt abilities to cultivate the | 


an der- 


LOU TESA FO RB 8 T ER. 3 


underſtanding of her amiable girl, and to 
:- ſupply: her mind with ſuch a fund of ac- 
compliſhments, as ſhould yield her a per- 
10 petual ſource of rational and elegant 
amuſements; and enable her to appear 
with credit in a more exalted ſtation, if 
her beauty, united with theſe accom- 
——— ſhould advance her to it: 
as, imthe pleafing ebullitions of matetnal 
fondneſs, ſhe would ſometimes flatter 
- herfelf it might. Mrs. Forreſter was a 
woman of excellent ſenſe, and had en- 
Joyed every advantage that education 
could beſtow. Her father was a coun- 
ſellor; a man much eſteemed for his pro- 
feſſional abilities, and oblig'd to ſupport 
the etiquette of his ſtation. He had ſe - 
veral children to bring up in ſuch a 
manner, as not to diſcredit their family: 
and perhaps he paid more attention to 
elegance and oſtentation, than prudence 
05 c y. Amelia was his youngeſt 
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ahn; the diſcoverd from ber infancy 
die ſtrongeſt proofs of genius; and her 


father took particular delight in mark- 


ing the bright davnings of her ſuperior 


intellects, and refolv'd ſhe ſhould have 


every opportunity of improvement. He 
5 carefully ſought for the beſt preceptors 
in every accompliſhment, which could 
form the higheſt female character; and 
i his extreme ſatisfaction, ſhe improvd 
in ſuch an aſtoniſhing manner, that ſhe 
aA lmoſt outſtripped her tutors : ſuch an 
a vidity had ſhe for knowledge, that no 


diffieulties could diſcourage her; and her 


application ſurmounted the moſt arduous 


Na She was an adept in muſic, 
inting, and geography, and perfect 


b + nhiſtreſs of the French and Italian lan- 


guages; uncommonly excellent in every 


kind of ornamental needle-work, and 
8 e an elegant turn for poetry; of a moſt 
mild and amiable diſpoſition; the pride 


4 
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of her parents and the delight aſh age. 
quaintance; when ſhe was left an orphan _ 
at the age of nineteen: and, after being 
accuſtomed to live in every degree of ele- 
gance, ſhe found herſelf, (when her grief 
was ſufficiently ſubſided, to examine into 
pecuniary matters) poſſeſſed of no more 
than fifteen hundred pounds; when, ac- - 
cording to her education and manner of 
hving, as many thouſands would have 
been deemed but juſt ſufficient. 


Tho Amelia had made fo rapid a pro- 
greſs in her ſtudies, ſhe had by no means 
liv'd a recluſe life. From the time her 
mother thought proper to introduce her 

into company, ſhe had conſtantly made 

one in all her parties; where her good 
ſenſe and ſprightlineſs added much to 
the entertainment of the company; yet : 
ſhe was modeſt and unaſſuming, as youth 
and feminine delicacy (with fo liberal a . 
B I: „ turn 
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turn of mind, encouraged by her parents 
and friends) could be, without abſokre 
baſhfullneſs, and an unwillingneſs” to 
pleaſe. But neither attention to her 
ſtudies, nor her introduction into life, 
had enervated her mind, or depriv'd her 
of the power or inclination to —_— to 
buſineſs when it appeared neceflary; and 
this was the firſt-time ſhe had occaſion to 
exerciſe the ſtrength of her mind this 
way. She had three brothers who were 
| bred up to genteel profeſſions, and made 
ſhift to plod thro* the common forms 
without diſcredit; but not one of the 
three was poſſeſſed of the leaſt degree of 
genius, generoſity, or liberality of ſpirit. 
They all ſaw themſelves outſhone by the 
brilliant wit and elegant acquiſitions of 
Heir fiſter, and therefore, inſtead of treat- 
ing her with brotherly affection, they 
conceived a jealouſy and invidioufneſs of 
ber ſuperiority; and determined to de- 
prive 


”% 


LOVISA. FORRESTER. 7. 
prive her of « every thing at © the death of 
her parents, but what the ſtrictneſs of 
the law allotted her: and as they were 
| much better ſkillꝰd in that than Amelia, 
it has been ſuppoſed that they might not 
do her ſtrict * 


Be that as it may, is ſhe knew 
what her ſhare amounted to, ſhe beyan 


do caſt about i in her mind, how to 8 
the beſt of it. As ſhe found ſhe had no 
favour to expect from her brothers, ſhe | 
employed a reputable gentleman, of the © 
law to ſettle her affairs with them, and to 
purchaſe an annuity in the funds with her 
little all; that ſhe might be enabled to 
purſue, her favorite ſtudies and amulſe- 
ments, and appear in the circle of her 
friends as ſhe was accuſtomed to do: for 
tho? ſhe had as mich prudence and as 
little vanity as moſt of her ſex at her 


years, yet could ſhe by ne means ſatisfy 
B 4 5 3 | 


8 L OVISA FORRESTER. 


herſelf with the idea of conforming to a 
* or * ſituation. 


| Whether * 3 made a go⁰d or 
bad bargain for her, muſt be determined 
by thoſe who underſtand ſpeculation and 
calculation better than Amelia, or her 
Biographer; but as her conſtitution was 
delicate and her way of life ſedentary, he 
bought her an annuity of two hundred 
pounds per annum, and ſhe went into 
genteel lodgings, with a favourite maid 
that had long attended her; where the 
ſaw what company fhe lik d, and paſt 
thro” life without any extraordinary ad- 
- ventures, till at the age of twenty-five 
the married Captain Forreſter; a man of 
good ſenſe and good character, rather at- 
tach'd to a life of gaiety than domeſtic 
retirement, which in his profeſſion was 
not to be wondered at; but was ex- 
* fond of his Aae and made 
her 
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her a moſt affectionate and indulgent 

| huſband: and as ſhe had no tincture of 
the recluſe or moroſe in her diſpoſition, _ 
they liv'd as happy as one couple. in ten 
thouſand. 


About nine years after their marriage 
the Captain caught a violent cold by 
going out of a crowded theatre in a ſe- 
vere froſty night, which brought on a de- 
. and terminated in his ditfolution. 4 


"nails was the mot ſedulous ; nurſe, | 
during his long illneſs, and the moſt diſ- 
conſolate widow. after his. deceaſe: But 
conſidering her child as the dear memo- 

rial of her mas happineſs, and the only. 
tender connexion ſhe. now had left upon. 
earth, ſhe rouſed her ſpirits from the 
ſtupor in which her grief had at firſt ab. 
ſorb'd them, and determined to exert her. 
prudence and abilities to the utmoſt, for | 
B 5 the 


4 
1 
=. 
* 
* 


— 
r 


: oe id pe - = WED 7 - "> Va N DO and hon ater: ue ws Re . 


1+ Sn. % 
A 


2 


o vb 20 5 
2 NN e x 
rr EIS. 2 Hmm NE 
AK Sant 


DEL > 0 x & Sie. 


— = 2 
l p - ta; + TRIES of - 
/ ES 
* II. © * Is 4 « me — 
- — 90 -" w — 

NN ” 


de 1 
Aer - AA 2 * a 
Jan e So ht. 4 — Wet! TT. 
— 


3 os — 


r 
p — — 


10 LOUISA FORRESTER. | 


the advantage of her Louiſa. For that 


purpoſe ſhe left London, as we have be- 


fore mentioned; and the advantages ſhe 


had received in early life, enabled her to 
lay the foundation of every accompliſi- 


ment, in the tender and flexible mind of. 


her ale 


. 1. was impoſſible for a woman of Mrs. 
Forreſter's appearance to be long unno- 
giced, in a neighbourhood fo thin of com- 
pany as the village of Grove-Hampton; 
there were many decent families within 
its precincts, but few that had any claims 
to elegance or refinement. One Lady* 
there was / who ſhone- with peculiar 
luſtre, Vuuſtre not derived from her de- 


ſcent, which was noble, nor from her 
fortune which was large, but from the 
innate graces and virtues of her mind ;: 


which beam'd forth with ſuch mid dig- 


nity, ſuch univerſal benevolence, as made 


her 


, , 
* 4 . 
„ ©. 
* * 
$3; :* 
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her admired, nay, almoſt adord. by all. 
who knew her.. 


This lady's name was Egerton, ſhe had: 
been a widow about three years, when: 
Mrs. Forreſter came to refide in her 
neigbiees ſhe had a ſon and two 
daughters, her ſon ten years old, her 
eldeſt daughter (Julia) eight, Mun, 
fix. The family eſtate was a good fix 
thouſand a year, one thouſand of which 
was her jointure ; her fortune, which was 
forty thouſand pounds, vas to devolve to. 
her daughters when they came of age; 
and from the well-known worthineſs 04 
| her character, Mr. Egerton had left her 
ſole guardian to her children, with a fur- 
ther proviſion in caſe of her demiſe. 
This was the: fituation of the Egerton. fa. 
mily, when Mrs. F orreſter, and her litle 
iſa came to ne 
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are. 


NMI Egerton ſaw an ghee and 


amiable looking woman at 


| Church, in the melancholy weeds of wi- 
_ dow-hoad, accompanied by a beautiful 


little girl, in deep mourning. Her heart 


: was tremblingly alive to every appear- 
ance of diſtreſs, but chat ſpecies which 


ſhe had herſelf experienced with ſuch in- 
tenſe ſorrow, call'd forth all her ſym pa- 


l thetic tenderneſs; and ſhe loſt no time 
in making enquiries after the lady Wwẽho 
bad engag'd her ruler attention. 


All ſhe could wack was her name ot 
place of reſidence ; nor did ſhe ſeek to <2 
know more, but reſolv'd the next day to 

pay her a viſit, not out of idle curioſity, = 
but to learn if any thing in her power 
could alleviate the ſorrows of the amiable 
mourner: for her own feelings had an- 


nex'd diſtreſs, in the higheſt- degree, 


with the ſtate of widow-hood. She ſent 


acard the next morning, requeſting leave 
to pay her reſpects to Mrs. Forreſter, in 
the moſt genteel and condeſcending 
terms; ſhe received a polite and grateful © * 

anſwer, in which Mrs. Forreſter expreſs d 
a due ſenſe of the favor intended her, 


and intreated to have the honor hw _ 4 


her that afternoon. 


poſſeſſed in her favor, by the genteel and 85 4 


- ſenfible anſwer to her card, Comm 1 
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her darling daughters to the. care of their 
governefs, and ſet out at an early hour N 
an her benevolent viſit. She was re- 
an by Mrs. Forreſter with the utmoſt 
gratitude, blended with ſuch an happy 
tincture of caſe and politeneſs, as till 
added to the partiality ſhe had before 
conceived in her favour. Mrs. Egerton 
Had: a ſoul above harbouring groundleſs 
fuſpicions, and had her diſpoſition been 
leſs noble, Mrs. Forreſter's behaviour 
would ſoon have difpell'd all ſurmiſes to 
her diſadvantage. 6 


After the firſt compliments, they pre- 
ſently entered into ſuch à ſociable and- 
unreſtrained converſation, as congenial 
ſouls alone are capable of taſting; and 
from which Mrs. Egerton learnt, that 
Mrs. Forreſter's circumſtances, tho! 


— indigence, were yet below what 


| * had formerly been; therefore ſhe 
deemed | 
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deem'd her a proper perſon to partake: 
of her liberality, in the moſt delicate 
manner ſhe could contrive. 


During her ſtay with Mrs. Forreſter, 
the little Louiſa was not unnoticed by 
ker; ſhe was charmed with the beauty 
and ſprightlineſs of her perſon. and de- 
portment, and ſaw the propriety of be- 
haviour, and good fenſe of the mother, 
ſhine forth in the chaſten'd graces of the 
infantile daughter. She quitted Mrs. 
Forreſter with regret, but not till ſhe- 
had engag'd her to ſpend the next day 
at Egexton-Park, and to bring the ami- 
able Louiſa; chat ſhe. might introduce 
her to her daughters, as a companion 
ſhe approved, and that they wanted, to 
enliven their hours of amuſement, and to 
excite an agreeable emulation in their ©! 
hours-of inſtruction. With a promiſe of 
their attendance to. dinner ſhe departed, 
and. 
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- and ſpent many pleaſing hours in form- 
ing a ſcheme for Miſs Forreſter's re- 
ceiving all the advantages of a finiſh'd 
education, (which ſhe might have been 
entitled to, had her father liv'd,) without 
any appearance of an obligation con- 

ferred; but rather as if a favor was done 

to herſelf, by her offer being accepted. 


3 During her converſation with Mrs. 

Forreſter the next day, every. prepoſ- 
ſeſſion ſhe- had conceived in her favor 
was conſiderably increaſed. She ſeem'd to: 
be a perſon form'd to afford her as much: 
ſatisfaction and amuſement as ſhe was 
now capable of enjoying; and, that 
would affiſt her in filling up thoſe por- 
tions of her time agreeably, that were not 
particularly allotted to retir'd: devotion, 
or the; inſtruction. and converſation. of, 
her Children: for tho' ſhe kept an ac- 
compliſhed governeſs in the houſe, ſhe. 
_ | did 


res FORRESTER) IP: 


did not (like too many modern mothers,) 
think ſhe had, by that meaſure, ac- 

quitted herſelf of the great duty in- 
cumbent on her; but devoted much of 
her time to watching over their infant 
propenſities, and forming their ductile 
minds to habits of tenderneſs, virtue, and 
piety: and in theſe momentous concerns 
ſhe pr herſelf an able aſſiſtant, in 
a perion OL Mrs. F. örrẽlter 3 8⁵⁰⁰ 8 
and accompliſhments, united with a 
great knowledge of the world; and one 
who had the tender and arduous taſk of a 
n to perform a as well as herſelf. | 


Mrs. Egerton ee he finkdy 
Louiſa to her children in the moſt affec- 
tionate manner, as the little friend ſhe 
wiſhed them to receive as a defirable ad- 
dition to their ſociety, and as a partaker, 
of their inſtructions and gamuſements. 
The young ladies received n new friend 
5 with 
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with inconceivable pleaſure, and ftrove: | 
which ſhould ſhew her the greateſt marks. 
ofaffection; whilſt ſhe received every teſ- 
timony of favor with the higheſt compla- : 
cency, and made every proper return. ] 
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Inexpreſſible was the delight the fond 
mothers experienced in beholding the hap- 
pineſs their children enjoyed in the ſweetly 
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different were their ſenſations ; Mrs. For- 
reſter's ſpirits ſinking at the thoughts of 
what her dear Louiſa might have been, had 
it pleaſed heaven to have prolonged her 
father's life: And Mrs. Egerton's heart 
_—_— in the on ſhe had. form'd to 
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her own family, in Fes 2 manner as rai 
to wound the moſt delicate feelings, by 
the leaſt appearance of obligation. 


Before 


a a, 19 
Befon S e nes Mrs. eum vol 


voice, '&6 I paracines/ my en . gs 
ec reſter, that a more intimate connexign- 
« with you, and your amiable child, is 
ce neceſſary to. the portion of | happinels, 
« which is yet left me on earth; and 
ce what I much more value, the hap- 
6 pineſs of my beloved children. Your 
« preſent reſidence is not quite ſo com- 
% modious as I could wiſh; and it is 
much further from me than my own ſa- 
* tisfaction induces me to approve. 
Now, madam, I have a pretty, ſnug, 
s convenient houſe, juſt at the end of 
«the pleaſure ground, which, my dear 
* Mr. Egerton built for the reſidence of 
« arelation, whom we both ſincerely ef- 
e teemed; he lived in it about four years, 
and a moſt valuable acquiſition his 
*© neighbourhood was to us; but on the 
* death of a wife, whom he moſt tenderly 
loved, 
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&« loved, he could bear the ſcenes of his 
« loſt happineſs no longer; and in ſpite of 
« all our perſuaſions to the contrary, went 


16 34 


6 1 5 

This houſe has ſtood uninhabited 
*« ſincè his departure, as I could not, till 
« I had the happineſs of meeting with 
« Mrs. Forreſter, think of any body I 
„ ſhould like to have ſo nearly con- 
. © nected with my own family; and if 
ec you agree to my propoſal, you ſhall 
, pay the rent in the ſame manner its 
4 late worthy poſſeſſors did, namely, by 
« giving me as much of your company 
« as you can ſpare.— I muſt have no de- 
„ nial, and ſo, my dear madam, give 
4% proper notice that you ſhall not long 
e want your preſent apartments, and I 
„will have my houſe fitted up for your 
4c reception as ſoon as poſſible.” Mrs. 
Forreſter teſtified her ſatisfaction by the 
3 politeſt 


* 
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politeſt acknowledgments ; and turned 
to her lodgings with her ſpirits lighter 
than they had been fince the ſad eyent 
which occaſioned her to leave L 0 don. 


Her ſentiments of ks were ſo 
lively, that ſhe was quite oppreſſed by 
them; and on her maid's fpeaking to her, 
as ſhe entered her dining-room, ſhe ſtrove 
in vain for utterance, and throwing her- 
ſelf into a chair, a flood of tears ha pily 
came to her relief; and as the chrobbing 
of her agitated boſom ſubſided, ſhe ex- 
claimed in broken accents, noble, an- 
« gelic woman! ſure thou wert dele- 
«« pated from above, to give us ſome faint 
idea of the divine goodneſs !—oh ? my 
£© unfought for, my unexpected friend 


by your means, my darling Louiſa, 


« the only comfort I had left upon earth, 
* (till kind providence put it into your be- 
I nevolent heart to o patronize the widow 

14 and 
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'* and the orphan, ) will receive the ad- 
* vantages of an education, which I durſt | 


40 e thee, and the beneficent mn of 
«thy mercies!”—Her- maid, and the 
little Louiſa, ſtood ſuffuſed in tears, and 
wWrapt in aſtoniſhment; but both per- 
ceiving that her emotions proceeded from 
Joy, not dejection, they waited with pa- 
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When her mind had, in ſome degree, 
regained its uſual calmneſs, ſhe freely un- 
boſomed herſelf to them; and the next 
morning, told the perſon, of whom ſhe 
| rented her lodgings, that ſhe ſhould not 
be a tenant for more than three or four 
months; and thought it a duty incum- 
bent on her to give the earlieſt notice, 
that no loſs or difappointment might 
happen on her account. CHAP. 
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KF. 
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N 


LEW days now paſt without Mrs. 


1 Porreſter's being invited to the Park, 


where the Miſs Egertons and Louiſa 


ſpent their hours in the moſt agreeable 


ſucceſſian of improvement and relaxation, 
under various tutors. 8 


Mrs. Egerton was extremely active in 


getting the dilapidations of Egerton- 


Abbey repair'd, (for ſo was this little 
elegant building called, ) and the houſe 
neatly fitted up for the reception of her 


.+* 


Han 1 
* 
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: * neu- ad. lt was delightfully ſituated 
| on the ſlope of a gently riſing hill, ſur- 


_ rounded with lofty elms, which had, for 
a long ſucceſſion of years, been the ſafe 


and undiſturbed ſheſter of a numerous 


colony of rooks. —No ſooner was the 
Houſe erected, and inhabited, than theſe 


. domeſtic birds, who ſeem to repoſe a re- 


markable confidence in the human ſpe- 
cies, increaſed to an extraordinary de- 
gree; and gave inconceivable pleaſure to 
the truly humane inhabitants of this mo- 
dern antique building. An elegant little 
garden deſcended from the houſe, to a 
beautiful ſerpentine river, over which fl 
gothic bridge, in the moſt romantic taſte, 
led to the Manſion-houſe, thro' a wil- 
derneſs of foreſt· trees and flowerin g 


ſhrubs. 


2 


To about. two 3 Mrs Fomelte, 


and her lirde family, removed to this 
ſweet 


FT 60 > 2 
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ſreet retirement; - charming in its ſitu- = 
ation and conveniencies, but rendered 
doubly charming by the near neigh- 
bourhood of the benevolent owner. 


Mrs. Rerttan told Mrs. emen, char 

as ſhe ſhould ſo often indulge herſelf with 
a walk to the Abbey, ſhe muſt inſiſt on 
her gardener's keeping the little place in 
order, as he always did in Mr. Weſt- - ©. 
wood's time; and whatever improvee- 
ments Mrs. Forreſter was inclined to 
make, ſhe expected ſhe would have done 
without conſulting her, as it would give 
her double pleaſure to ſee any alteration 
or addition made without her previous 
knowledge: it would have the charm of y 
unexpected novelty, and appear like a 2 
new creation. Every thing ſhe propoſed | 
was mentioned with fuch a delicate eaſe, 
and fuch animated ſincerity, that it was 

Vol. I. 8 abſo- 
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abſolutely agile: not to coincide 
with her. 


We now behold theſe two amiable 
matrons enjoying every ſatisfaction that 
widowed love could know. The poig- 
nancy of their grief, alleviated by the 
lenient hand of time, ſubſided into tender 
melancholy, and placid reſignation ;j— 
and their endeavours to render their be- 
loved children accompliſhed and happy, 
by imperceptible degrees reſtored them 
to comfort and chearfulneſs. 


| Tho' Mrs. n had always a 
domeſtic turn, yet ſhe did not ſeclude 
_ herſelf from ſociety, but kept up a con- 
ſtant friendly intercourſe with all the fa- 
milies of faſhion, within the reach of a 
day's viſit. She conſidered, if ſhe gave 
herſelf up entirely to the ſuggeſtions of 
melancholy, it would be an irretrievable 
| misfortune 
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misfortune to her daughters; for what 
would all the advantages of education 
they could receive from their various 
preceptors avail them, unleſs they were 
accuſtomed to ſee company of their own 
rank :— They might be ſenſible, they 
might be virtuous, - they might be miſ- 
treſſes of every valuable and elegant ac- 
compliſhment, —but if bred up without a 
perſonal intimacy with the polite world, 
they would never be able to appear in it 
td advantage. 110 


From hiſs conſiderations, as ſoon as 
the firſt year of her widow-hood was ex- 
pired, ſhe reſumed the cuſtom ſhe had 
obſerved during the happy years of Mr, 
Egerton's life, of keeping a public day 
every Tueſday, (the day on which ſhe was 
married) when an elegant entertainment 
was provided, and whatever company 
came, were ſure of a friendly and agree- 

C2 able 
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able reception; and as Mrs. Egerton's 
day was known round the country, it an- 
ſwered ſeveral good ends :—all who vi- 
fited her choſe to go on that day, as they 
were ſure to ſce many of their ac- 
quaintance, beſides the friends they went 
to viſit, The houſe was free from com- 
pany all the reſt of the week, and ſhe 
could ſpend her time in the way that was 
moſt eligible to herſelf, without inter- 
ruption ; and, by returning her viſits in 
proper order, had her houſe always ele- 
gantly fill'd on her happy day, as ſhe af- 


ny termed It. 


'T beſe days of Fr were extremely 
. to Mrs. Forreſter, and her viva- 
city and good ſenſe made her univerſally 
eſteemed by the friends of Mrs. Egerton. 
An happy reciprocation of affection and 
ſincere eſteem reigned in the hearts of 
every individual in theſe two families. 

Miſs 


* 4 
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- MiG Forreſter was a conſtant” attendant 
on all the leſſons Miſs Egertons received; 


She was introduced and paid for as an ad- 
ditional pupil, and this addition was a 


mutual advantage to them all: —emula- 
tion has always a kind of inſtinctive power 


over ingenuous minds, and will make the 


taſk be performed with pleaſure, which 


would otherwiſe have been tedious and 


2 


Mrs. Forreſter, though ſo well quali- 
fied to have given her daughter a genteel 
education herſelf, was by this happy in- 
cident, delivered from the neceſſity of 
appearing in the ſtrict character of a 
tutoreſs, and had only the pleaſing taſk: 


left of impreſſing the tender, benevolent, 


and pious ſentiments ' with which her 
heart abounded, on the ductile mind of 
her dear Louiſa; and to keep down the 


ring vanity which ſhe ſometimes ob- 
C 3 ſerved 


— 
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ſerved, in conſequence of the favour 
ſhewn her by Mrs. Egerton, and the 
encomiums ſhe received on her improve- 
ments, which were indeed rapid, but 
ſuperficial. Her leſſons were always 
learnt as ſoon as given; but ſhe went 
no further than the {urface ſhe fluttered 
round the verge of every elegant accom- 
pliſhment, but entered into the merits of 
few.—Vanity, and the thirſt of praiſe, were 
her ruling paſſions ; and ſhe exerted her 
abilities only to gratify them. 


She was extremely handſome, —her 
form was ſymetry itſelf, - and her beauty 
increaſed with her increaſing years and 
ſtature. Tho? treated with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs, and precaution taken that 
nothing ſhould remind her of her infe- 
niority, yet would ſhe at times, (when 
att repine at the narrowneſs of her 
- 24" EY 5 circumſtances, 
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circumſtances, till ſhe was almoſt in a 
ſtate of inſanity. 


Julia and Matilda Egerton were both 
lovely girls, and in the eyes of many 
might have diſputed the palm of beauty 
with Louiſa; but happily there was ſuch 
a difference in their perfections, as pre- 
cluded all compariſon. 


32 LOVISA TOAST. 
CHAP. I. 


CONSIDERATIONS. ON AN 
IMPORTANT SUBJECT, | 


RS. Egerton was happy to the ut- 
moſt extent of her hopes, in the 
tempers and diſpoſitions of her children. 
Her ſon ſpent two months in the year 
with her, which were his ſchool holidays; 
4 ſhe always received the moſt flattering 
accounts of his ap plication and improve- 
ment from his various tutors, and as con- 
ſtantly found his behaviour at home | 
conſiſtent with thoſe informations. 


As 
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As he advanced in years, his mind 
dilated with every ſentiment that was 
noble and generous; his ideas were ſolid: 
and manly, but enlivened with a warmth, 
that on ſome. ſubjects favoured of enthu- 
ſiaſm; —whilſt his expreſſion was nervous, 
chaſte, and beautifully ſimple. His du- 
tiful tenderneſs to his mother, and lively 
affection to his ſiſters, could not be 
exceeded, and have very rarely been 
equalled. He beheld Louiſa's vivacity 
with a degree of partiality, which her 
beauty, and the enlivening chearfulneſs 
of her manners, almoſt forced from every 
beholder; — but the more permanent ac- 
quirements and ſoftened: graces of his. 
ſiſters called. forth. his eſteem. and apf pro- 


bation. 


Miny of Mrs. Egerton's friends might. : 


perhaps blame her for letting fo lovely, 
to prepolietling a girl as Louiſa, without 
. | 0 5 fortune. 
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fortune or connexions, be the conſtant 
and intimate companion of her ſon, when 
he came to the Park ;—but ſhe was a 
woman of penetration and had her reaſons 
for what ſhe did ;—ſhe thought if he 


formed A youthful attachment to Louiſa, 


it would be the moſt certain preſervative 
againſt his forming a more improper one 
. E rf and as ſhe was of a genteel 
family, and had every advantage of 

education, if ſuch an attachment ſhould 
continue, ſhe determined not to ſacrifice 
her ſon's happineſs to pecuniary motives ; 
—and ſhould Louiſa prove unworthy of 
His mature regard, (of which, from her 
obſervation on the ex panding features of 
her mind, ſhe had fo me_doubts.) ſhe 


* 


truſted to his good "a peg = and the affec- 
tionate confidence he on all occafions 
placed in her, to prevent his forming a 
| union, which might do diſcredit to his 


underſtanding, or prove deſtructive of 
his 


3 


| 
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his happineſs;—and, theſe two points 
ſecured, ſhe could have no other anxiety 
on this account. Thus, all pleaſed and en- 
deavouring to pleaſe, the hours ſeemed 
to glide imperceptibly away; — ſo ſweetly 
were they varied, that the approach f 
evening was only announced by the em- 
ployments and duties of the day having 
been performed; — and the little concert, 
ball, or card- party continued, till the 
ſupper bell brought it to a concluſion. 


Mrs. Forreſter was a very early riſer, 
and in her morning walks began to plan 
ſome little improvements; tho” ſhe found 

her garden ſo neat, there ſeemed to be no 
occaſion for any. But unaccuſtomed, 
till this period of her life, to rural ſcenes, 
ſne now became romantically fond of 
them; and her ſituation had every * 


Vantage that taſte could deſire. 50 
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A few furlongs to the left of the 


bridge, which led to. Mrs. Egerton's 


pleaſure ground, was a large clump of 


A firs and other ever-greens, beautifully 
diſpoſed in ſuch a manner, as to form an 


avenue to the centre from every direc- 
tion, without any of the openings meet- 
ing each other. In the middle, which: 
was 4 kind of del, ſcooped by the un- 


erring hand of nature, ſtood a lofty elm; 


this tree, Mr. Weſtwood. incircled 
with. a ruſtic ſeat, and inſcribed it, * ſacred 


to tender muſing melancholy; and. 


here, he, and his . Amanda, during 


the heats of ſummer, uſed to ſpend many 
of their happieſt. hours. The mid-day: 


fun could not pervade the friendly gloom; 


and the refreſhing breezes: whiſpered: | 
thro” the cluſtering foliage, in. concert 


with the : feathered inhabitants 2 this: 


"4 
The. 
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The fequeſtered ſpot charmed Mrs. 
Forreſter to a degree of enthuſiaſm, and 
ſhe determined to comply with Mrs. 
Egerton's obliging requeſt, and purſite 
the dictates of her fancy with all poſſible 
difpatch and ſecrecy. She ſignified her 
wiſh to the gardener (who had orders to 
do whatever ſhe choſe, without menti- 
oning it to any one; ) that a quantity of 
roots and other proper materials might be 

conveyed: to this elm. with alt convenient. 


ſpeed... 


1 very few a. were capſed pete 
al was in readineſs, and Mrs. F orreſter | 
attended with the-rifing fun, to give dis” 
rections to her workmen, wo were never 
miſſed from their other labours; and won 

by her mildneſs and hiberality, thought no 
ume better employed than the morning 


Rours which they ſpent in erecting a de- 
lightful 
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lightful grotto round the Elm, which 
ſerved for its chief ſupport. This fan- 
ciful little ſtructure appeared to be en- 
tirely compoſed of roots; — whatever of 
ſtone or mortar was uſed, was carefully 
concealed ;—the roof was covered with 
Mates, but the ſlates were again covered 
with the rude ramifications of the beech 
and hazel. She directed her workmen 
to prune the roots, which extended from 
the floor to the ceiling within, —and 
from the foundation to the top (which 
was a rotund) without, into all the vari- 
eties the moſt exquiſite taſte could form. 
The outſide ſhe had covered with every 
kind of moſs ſhe could procure, and 
planted round with various kinds of ivy, 
which being nouriſhed by the moiſture of 
the ſoil, and defended from chilling 
winds and ſcorching ſun beams by che 


furrounding Sucker, . ſoon ſpread with 
beautiful 


S. 
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| beautiful luxuriance over the' ſequeſtered 
dome. The inſide ſhe had cut into 
nitches for four chairs and a couch, the 
ſupporters and frames of which were the 
intertwiſted roots. Cuſhions were made 
for the chairs, and a bed for the couch, 
covers for which, Mrs. Forreſter and her 
maid were indefatigable in working, in a 
ſtyle and manner of her own invention. 
They were in imitation of roots, inter- 
mixed with moſs, branches of ivy, and 


withered leaves, as if newly fallen from 


the ſurrounding trees. The cieling and 
intervening ſpaces, were adorned with 
the moſt beautiful moſaic work, for which 
Mrs. Forreſter had an ample fund of 
materials, from a collection of ſhells, 
corals, coralines, and ſea weeds, which 
the Captain had made in early life, and 
which ſhe had preſerved as ſacred relicts 
of her firſt, her only love. 


During 
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and compleating this ſweet receſs, Mrs. 


During her attention to the erecting 


Forreſter cautiouſly avoided, in her 
walks with Mrs. Egerton, or the young 
ladies, approaching the fir grove; —it was 
begun early in the ſpring, and the en- 
ſuing autumn, was perfectly decorated. 
within; and the moſs and ivy without 
were in fine ſtate of vegetation. 
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A ROMANTIC INCIDENT. 


* 


FASTER Egerton's Men ee was 
now A prodching, and Mrs. For- 
reſter thought that would be a very pro- 
per time to introduce her patronefs to 
the grotto. Before the day arrived, ſhe 
procured a neat tablet, on which ſhe had 
the following ſtanzas inſeribed in * 
letters. | 


"hs * * on pomp and power, 
Shun this low-roof d moſſy cell; 


Here, to ſcape the tervid hour, 4 
Genius loves with peace to dwell. 


bp Muſing 
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Mluſing ſolitude delights, 
Near this placid ſtream to rove; 

Contemplation calm, invites 

Her vot'ries, to this hallow'd grove. 


Welcome 3 the liberal mind, 

Welcome here the breaſt that glows; 
By tender ſympathy refin'd, | 
To ſooth each ſorrow to repoſe. 


T he tablet was made large ah to 
admit of an elegant framing of moſs, 
ſhells, ſpar, and foſſils, and fixed againſt 
the awning. elm, t che door. 


„* improvement the had — 8 


under a ſpreading ſweet willow, which 
grew near a hedge-row, in a little vale on 


the back of her houſe: this ſhe twined 


and tied down to ſome neat green ſtakes, 
at the bottom of which were planted 
woodbines, jeſſamines, and roſes, „ which 


clung around and concealed them. Here 
he had a ſemicircular ſeat of turf raiſed, 


the 


— 


fy 
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* 
the proſpe& from which extended no 
farther than to a grove, which bounded a a 
beautiful meadow, thro' the midft of 
which a meandering brook, fringed with 
alders, ſtole, 1 oftly murmuring, over the 
pebbled bottom; ; which, joined with the 
tender bleating of lambs, and the melli- 
fluous warblings of the feathered race, 
made a ſweetly- ſoothing concert. Here, 
on a plain neat board, ſhe had the fol- 
lowing inſcription, which was fixed . 
againſt the willow. 


Pride and pageantry avaunt! 
On this ſimple, turf. built ſeat, 
I enjoy what thouſands want, 
From * world, a —_ retreat. 


Diſtant 1 charm the eye, 

Diſtant hopes may wound the breaſt; 
Theſe ſequeſtered ſcenes ſupply | 

The care-worn heart with balmy reſt. 


ee >: 
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Dat while on wile we ling'ring ſtay, 
No ſettled peace can be our lot; 
Te eve may cloud our brighteſt day 


Alike | in palace or in cot. 


When the young ende s birth- 
thy arrived, which was celebrated by a 
ſele& party, chiefly the young compa- | 
nions of Charles and his fiſters, Mrs. 
Forreſter propoſed a walk before tea, 
which was inſtantly agreed to; and, as if 
by mere accident, ſhe careleſsly trolled | 
towards the fir grove; when, turning to: 
Mrs. Egerton, ſhe ſaid, © ſhall we, Ma- 
ec dam, enjoy half an hour under the ſa- 
© cred elm?” with all my heart, 
replied ſne, I know not how it has hap- 
<« pened, but, I think, I have not fat BW 
e under the ſhade of that much-loved tree . 
« theſe twelve e ene Jy 


They walked cheerfully on, ſome thro' | 
vile avenue, ſome thro' another, without 
perceiving 


. 
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1 perceiving any alteration, till they arrived 
at che grotto; which, burſting ſuddenly 
on the ſight, had the moſt M ele | 


N 5 


The whole company ood wrapt in 
admiration and aſtoniſhment. « O! my 
« dear Mrs. Forreſter,” exclaimed Mrs. 
Egerton, you have now ſurpriſed and 
delighted me indeed! but how is it 

© <* poſſible you can have accompliſhed 
WM < ach a ſcheme as this without any of us 
* knowingought of the matter?—or have 
« you gained over all my family to your 
* intereſt, and am I the only perſon that 
« enjoys this agreeable novelty in perfec- 
tion? I have indeed thought you were 
* grown more retired this ſummer than S, 
e uſual; but as I wiſhed my friend to 
* ſpend her time in the way moſt agree- 
* able to herſelf, I never mentioned it, 
leſt Mrs, Forreſter” 8 known politeneſs, 

Es. ſhould if 


9 you N 


ec ſhould induce her to favour me with 
* her company, when ſhe wiſhed to ſpend 
« her time in ſome manner more ſired 


to her dif] n“ 


The young ladies declared their entire 
ignorance of the affair, and teſtified an 
equal degree of ſurpriſe with Mrs. 

Egerton; and Louiſa faid ſhe could not, 
nor would not believe her mama knew 

any thing about it:—fairy-days were 
certainly come again, and this was only a 
grotto, which ſome Fairy Princeſs had 
cauſed to be erected, out of compliment 
to Mr. Egerton; and ſhe durſt ſay, as ſoon 8 
as he was gone to Oxford (for he was 
now ſeventeen, and was to go thither in a 


few days) it would all be carried Fwy 1 
| | again. | | 11 


As they advanced to the door, upon a 
fignal given by Mrs. Forreſter, two cf 


I, 
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Mrs. Egerton'sſervants, who played excel- 
lently on the german flute, (and were 
concealed amidſt the trees on the back of 
the dome, ) began a ſoft air which they 
had learnt for the occaſion.—“ Fairy 
« muſic too, as I live!” cried Louiſa, 
« nor would it add much to my ſurpriſe, 
K if the lady patroneſs of this enchanted 
groove ſhould deſcend in her ærial 


« chariot, and carry Mr. Egerton into 


1 


* Fairy land. But, indeed, I know not 
« what ſhe could preſent to his eyes more 
lovely there than ſhe has prepared for 
< his reception here.” Nor I, neither, 
« Miſs Forreſter,” replied Charles, nor 
half ſo lovely, unleſs ſhe kindly carried 
the preſent company along with me.” 
Louiſa thought herſelf chiefly concerned 
in this compliment, ſhe bluſhed, and 

ſuppreſſed a 1 ſigh. | 


* # : S 
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They now entered the grotto, and the 
elegant taſte that was there diſplayed left. 
them nothing to wonder at, that had ſo 
charmed them without. *< Indeed my 
« dear. lively Miſs Forreſter,” ſaid Mrs. 
Egerton, © © ene would be led to imagine, 
cc from what we behold here, that your 
<4 mama had had an hundred Fairy Prin- 
46 ceſſes for her hand-maids and aſſiſtants; 
cc « for when ſhe could poſſibly. find time for 
46 all this needle - work, beſides the other 
60 luxuriance of ornaments, I cannot com- 
e prehend.“ Only by riſing early, 
. madam, ſaid Mrs. Forreſter, « and 
* 25. Louiſa was ſo conſtantly at the Park, 
C when I denied myſelf the pleafure of 
ec your company, I had nothing to inter- 

<« rupt me, and when I was weary of this 
« amuſiye employment, I always came to 
« partake of the happineſs my Louiſa 
te was enjoying under your benevolent 
0 . and ſince, my dear madam, | 

cc you 
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c you are pleaſed to approve my little 
* ſcheme; had I experienced as much 
« fatigue as I did amuſement and ſatiſ- 
ce faction in the proſecution of it, I ſhould 
« have been moſt amply recompenced.” 
She then intreated her highly gratified 
gueſts to fit down on her moſſy couch, 
and ſhe drew a little table out of a nitch 
behind the elm, covered with fruit and 
ſweet-meats, which; with a moſt chearful 
and animated converſation, compleated 
the entertainment of the grotto. It was 
agreed, if they ſtay'd till they ceaſed ro» 
admire, they mult ſtay till they could not 
ſce; therefore they would deny themſelves 
too long an indulgence now, that they 
might return with the higher zeſt another 
_ 3 


* polite compliment paid to Mrs. 
Egerton in the concluding ſtanza of the 
inſcription, did not ęſcape her obſerva- 
Vol. I. -: __ 
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tion; and was à motive to increaſe her 
eſteem for Mrs. Forrefter, on account of - 
Her conſiſtent gratitude, as much as the 
beauty and propriety of the ornaments, 
made her admire her taſte and ingenuity. 
They returned to the manſion-houſe de- 
| lighted with their excurſion, which the 
young gentlemen and ladies agreed al- 
ways to mention as the adventure of the 
euc hanted Grove. LE 


The day was a day of happineſs to 
young and old, and the evening con- 
cluded with a ball. The next afternoon 
the young ladies requeſted Mrs. Egerton 
to take another walk to the grotto,— 
"which propoſal ſhe would have made 
herſelf, but waited to fee if the taſte of the 
young people, would not induce them to 
with for another inſpection of beauties, 
which could never grow leſs ſtriking, but 
ED I | "muſt 
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muſt rather give more ſatisfaction, the 
More they Were examined. ; : 77 


M.iſs Egerton was ſo pleaſed with the 
effect of the muſic the preceding day, 
that ſhe was reſolved to have a litele con- 
| cert, and ſent a ſervant before, to place 
her guitar, and her brother's german flute, 
(ſuſpended by a ribband) under the tablet. 
They entered the Grotto, and this ma- 
nœuvre gave Louiſa a freſh opportunity 
of alluding to her favourite hypotheſis of - 
Fairies and Genii. Charles ſaid, he could 
entertain no very favourable idea of the 
miniſtring Spirits concerned in this affair, 
as they had evidently ftolen his flute; but 
as he hoped, ſpirits who delighted inthe _ 
concord of ſweet ſounds,” were not ca- 
pable of muttering any baleful incan- 
tation over it, he would accompany his 
ſiſter whenever ſhe pleaſed, if ſhe, Miſs 
Forreſter, and Julia, would aſſiſt with 
5 „ their 
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their 3 VOICES. The deli ghted mothers ſe- 
conded the propoſal, and an hour was 
ſpent in the moſt delicious barmony, that 
inſtruments, voices, and ſouls in perfect 


uniſon with each other, could Py 


Pr-AUCE. 


When Mrs. Egerton thought it time 
to return, Mrs. Forreſter propoſed taking 
a circle” round the Abbey. Charles 
thanked her for the mention, and with a 
look, which Louiſa ſeem'd perfectly to 
underſtand, ſaid, it would be long ere he 
| ſhould again have an opportunity of en- 
Joying his favourite walks, and therefore, 
wiſhed to take his leave of them in the ſo- 
ciety of thoſe he acme and honoured. 


| T hey acts” on, charmed with the 

mild beauties of the evening, and expa- 
tiating on the ſweet proſpects that every 
where opened to the view, till they im- 


e 
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perceptibly came to the turf ſeat, thro' a 
little wicket, juſt behind the willow... 
This unexpected diſplay of fancy gave 
the greater pleaſure to the whole com- 
pany, as it was a ſpot that had never been 
particularly noticed, and they now found 
it ſo highly worthy of their attention. 
There was ſomething in the ſtill circum- 
{cribed ſcene, that excited ſenſations more 
exquiſitely pleaſing, than the rich and ex- 
tenſive views, which had juſt before de- 

| lighted them almoſt to enthuſiafm. Mrs. 
Egerton dropt a tear of tender melan- 
choly, on reading the concluding lines 
of the inſcription; and taking Mrs. For- 
reſter's hand, yes, my dear friend,” faid 
ſhe, our bright days were clouded in 
their meridian, but the allwiſe and 
© merciful Being, that ſaw it was good 
« for us to be afflicted, has yet reſerved 
« to us comforts innumerable, The 
c heart-dilating effuſions of maternal ten- 

D3 s derneſs, 
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« dernefs, the utchineing gratitude * 


. filial affection, ſtill illumine our de- 
2 clining days. 


« When we behold this ie group 


« ſurrounding us, and ſee them promiſing 


* ſo fair to be all we with them, we can- 


not but reſign ourſelves with chear- 
4 fulneſs, to the divine will; and acknow- 
© ledge our prefent poſſeſſions are amply 


iC worth our paſt ſufferings. Had we 
never known the bleſſings we have loſt, 


© we had indeed eſcaped the ſevereſt ſor- 
& rows our hearts were capable of ſuſ- 
. taining; but then „ neither could we 
«<< have taſted the bleflings which are ſtill 
e ſpared to us, but muſt have lived as un- 


& connected beings, in a world form'd 
& for tender amities and ſocial duties.“ 


Mrs. Forreſter accorded with the pi- 


ous ſentiments of * friend, and they 


mingled | 


LOUISA FOARESTER,. 35 


mingled the gentle drops of ſoothing ſym-. 
pathy, and placid reſignation.—Whilſt 
the two amiable mothers were employed 
in this manner at one end of the ſeat, the 

young gentleman and ladies were won- _ 
dering that this ſweet ſpot could have been 
ſo long unnoticed; when Charles ſuddenly 
exclaimed, ** I wonder how Icame to for- 
get this willow of late ! about three years. 
ago, it was my favourite tree; for on that 
branch that bends over the hedge- row, 
« I caught the young linnet, that Miſs 
« Forreſter. was ſo fond of; and I uſed, 
* when I came from ſchool, to take my 
« firſt walk to the willow, in hopes of pro- 

*« curing another feathered favourite, that | 
had been an inhabitant of the ſame. 
© tree.” Miſs Forreſter and his ſiſters. 
rallied his youthful gallantry, and they 
remained on the turf ſeat, till: the com 
evening ſummoned them home. 
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OR a week the time was chiefly ſpent 

in viſits and excurſions, when, with 
inconceivable regret to every individual 
of this happy party, they ſeparated; and 
Mr. Egerton went to purſue his ſtudies 


at Oxford. His abſence for a while ſeem'd 


to leave a chaſm in every breaſt ; but the 


accuſtomed engagements were” reſum'd, 


and every hour, as uſual, appropriated 
either to improvement or amuſement,. 
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left little time to think of the diftant | 
friend and brother. | 


About three years elapſed without auß 
particular incident.—Young Egerton was 
received with additional pleaſure every 
vacation he ſpent at the Park; and he 
was as ſenſible of the improvements time 

made in Louiſa and his fiſters, as they 
could be of the agreeable effects a more 
unreſtrained way of life had on him.. 


One day Mrs. Forreſter was much ſur- 
priſed by a ſervant in livery, who came to 
Mrs. Egerton's to enquire for her, and | 
brought her a letter. 


It is here neceſſary to mention, that 
Captain Forreſter had a ſiſter, who, ſome 
years before his acquaintance with Amelia, 
had married a Colonel Hamilton; a gen- 


Heman of a good family, and {ome pa- 
| D 5 ternal 
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ternal eſtate. — He had a regiment in the 
Company's ſervice, before his- marriage, 
and was ſoon after appointed Governor of 
a Fort in India; to which Mrs. Hamilton 


h accom ns him. 


They bad no dem bur were both _ 
of too liberal and generous a diſpoſition, 
to. amaſs an eaſtern Fortune;—their be- 
nevolent hearts were never at a loſs for 
proper objects to beſtow their bounty 

upon;—they were the friends of the pro- 
perous, and the patrons of the indigent ; 
= tamany a helpleſs orphan, did they ſup- 
' ply the place of parents, and made the 
deeply dejected heart of many a widow, 
® 1 915 for joy. ; 


The Colonel had ais in ah eaſt 
near twenty years: he had given perfect 
latisfaction to the company; and himſelf 
and his lady, we been loved and ho- 

; noured 


% 
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noured by all who knew them, when his 
| health began to decline, and he was ad- 
viſed by his phyſicians to reſign his em- 
ployment, and return to his native 
country, as the moſt probable means to 
repair, in ſome meaſure, the injury his 
conſtitution had gradually contracted 
from the heat of the climate: for as he 
was advanced beyond the meridian of 
life, it was feared he would not, even in. 
his temperate, native clime, entirely re- 
gain his health, tho' there he would have 
the beſt, - nay the only chance for it. 
So delicate were the Colonel's ideas of ho- 
nour, and ſo much had he at heart the 
intereſt of the company, and the good go—- 
vernment of the. Fort, that neither the 
advice of his phyſical friends, nor the 
earneſt ſolicitations of his lady, could 
prevail with him to quit his ſtation, till 
all due forms had been attended to, and 
another gentleman was appointed to ſuc- 
15 | ceed 
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ceed him; when he embarked for Eng- 
land, with very little hopes of living to 
reach it. But as he advanced towards 
Europe, the freſh breezes from the ſea 
ſeemed to reſtore his health and ftrength;- 
and he arrived in London, towards the- 
end of October, in good ſpirits 


Mir. Hamilton, during his reſidence in 
India, had heard of the deceaſe of all his 
- relations, fave one nephew, the only child 
of his favorite ſiſter. The character that 
he had heard of him was, that he was a 
very brave man, and had the command 
of a ſloop in his Majeſty's fervice. He 
had received ſeveral letters from him, 
which corroborated this information; but 
at the ſame time convinced him, that the 
element he had chiefly inhabited, had 
given a pretty ſtrong caſt to his manners. 
Mrs. Hamilton had likewiſe heard of the 
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death of her brother, and that he bad 
left a widow and one daughter. 


As ſoon as this amiable couple were 
ſettled in commodious lodgings, and had 
ſent a proper perſon to Hamilton-Grange, 
to order repairs and alterations there, and 
make the houſe fit for their reception the 
enſuing ſpring, they began jointly to 
make enquiries after the Colonel's ne- 
phew, and Mrs. -Hamilton's ſiſter and 
niece; that they might ſhew them ſuch a 
degree of favour or aſſiſtance, as the near- 
neſs of their blood had a claim to: and 
Mr. Hamilton declared his intention of 
leaving Captain Rainsford his eſtate, af. 
ter his own and Mrs. Hamilton's demiſe,” 
making a handſome proviſion out of it 
for Miſs Forreſter, as they were the only 
ſurviving relations on eicher ile. 


Of 


They 
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They ſoon found that the Captain was 
on the Jamaica ſtation, from whence he 

was expected the next ſummer. Mrs. 
HFamilton was likewiſe ſoon ſatisfied as 
to her ſiſter and niece; —ſhe was in- 
formed of their retreat from town, and of 
the benevolent politeneſs of Mrs. Egerton: 
— therefore, finding they were in no im- 
mediate want of aſſiſtance, ſhe told Mr. 
Hamilton, ſhe would not write to Mrs. 
Forreſter, nor give her any. information 
of her arrival in England, till ſhe could 
invite her to the Grange. 


The winter was ſpent in renewing a 
few long-interrupted intimacies, and in 
taking the advice of the faculty on Mr. 
Hamilton's complaints; ; but little benefit 
did he receive from medicine, and he 
found all the hopes he had of recovering, 
were from the ſalutary effects of warm 
weather, air, and exerciſe. 


Spring, 


N 
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Spring arrived, they went to. the 
Grange, which they found fitted up be- 
yond their expectations; all nature ſeemd 
to ſmile on the benevolent pair, and they 
were welcomed to the ſeat of Mr. Hamil- 

ton's anceſtors by every mark of reſpect 
| and affection, which it was poſlible to 
ſhew. It was now that Mrs. Hamilton 
wiſhed to ſee the ſiſter and niece, for 
whom; tho' unknown, ſhe had conceived 
a fincere regard. She therefore diſ- 
patched a ſervant to Grove- Hampton, 
with a moſt kind invitation to Mrs. 
Forreſter, and her daughter, to give her 
their company at Hamilton-Grange, for a 
month or two, and requeſted to be in- 
formed of the day, that fhe might ſend 
her carriage to convey them thither;. 
which ſhe and Mr. Hamilton corner 
might be an carly one. "= "wy 
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It is impoſſible to deſcribe the emotions 
of Mrs. Forreſter on the receipt of this 
letter :=the ſiſter of her dear, long. la- 
mented, never to be forgotten huſband 
unexpectedly arrived in England,—to 
have taken ſo much trouble to find out 
her retreat. to have written to her in ſo 
truly a ſiſterly manner, - to make ſuch 
kind enquiries after her child, —to invite 
them with ſuch tender warmth to her 
houſe, —to be joined in all theſe kind- 
neſſes by the Colonel, —brought rapidly 
to her memory all the reſpectful and af- 
fectionate things ſhe had heard her huſ- 
band, in the days of her happineſs, ſpeak. 
of them both. Her eyes wildly glanced. 
from the letter to Louiſa, then to Mrs. 
Egerton, —ſhe attempted to ſpeak,— 
her lips trembled, —the letter dropp'd 
from her hand,—and ſhe ſunk motionleſs 
on the ſopha. 


Mrs. 


£43 
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Mrs. Egerton was equally: concerned 
and furpriſed;—ſhe had no idea of any 
connexion Mrs. Forreſter had out of her 
on houſe, that could have cauſed ſuch 
an effect as ſhe now beheld;— Louiſa 


| ſcreamed and fell on her knees beſide her 


mother :—water and drops were brought, 
and they both recovered. $7 


Mrs. Egerton took up the letter, and 
laying it by Mrs. Forreſter, tenderly too 
her hand :—* What is the matter, my 
ec amiable friend ?—whence can this letter 
« come, that bas given you ſuch a 
ce ſhock ?—unboſom your recent, as you 
have done your former ſorrows, to one 
© who can pity, if ſhe cannot reheve 
c you.” 


Mrs. Forreſter was by this time com- 
poſed enough to ſpeak.— “ O my be 
« nevolent, my ſy mpathizing friend, 1 

«© now 
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© now call for your congratulations; I did 
4 not think there had been a bleſſing in 
4 ſtore for me, but what muſt have ori- 
« ginated from you: but read that let- 


4084 ter, my dear madam,—read it, if you 
N 9 y In, — CID 9 y 


0 pleaſe, to Miſs Egerton's and my 
“ Louiſa; and it will no longer be a 
ec cauſe of ſurpriſe, that my ſpirits were 
4 unable to ſuſtain the overwhelming 
4 tranſj Parts, burſting thus ſuddenly upon 

Ae. 


s. Egerton read che letter, but was 
F ach times forced to ſtop, and dry away 
the tear of tenderneſs that ſuffuſed her 
eyes. When ſhe had ended, “ yes, my 
5 dear Mrs. Forreſter,” ſaid ſhe, «I do 
ce indeed congratulate you and your 
& amiable daughter on the acquiſition of 
t ſuch a friend: I and my girls muſt 
cc conlole ourſelves, as well as we can; 
= © and wor we are not ſo ſelfiſh, as to 
n 


* 
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e repine at an addition to your happineſs. 
« But we muſt not entirely loſe you. 
« the Abbey muſt ſtill be your home; 
« —and your abſence at times will make 
« you doubly dear to us when you 

c return.” 


Louiſa's boſom was not free from agi- 
tations, but they were of a very different 
kind to thoſe her mother experienced; 
vanity, and ſelf- love, were too predo- 
minant in her breaſt, to leave much room 
for the more refined and delicious ſen- 
fations, which at this inſtant throbb'd 

with painful extacy, in the hearts of the 
| two elder ladies! —Nor were the Miſs 
Egertons free from thoſe exquiſite ſen- 
ſibilities, that refine pleaſure into pain.— 
They loved Louiſa, as the chearful and 
agreeable companion of their hours of 
improvement, as well as relaxation; and 
to be 2 from her, ſeemed like 
Ea parting 
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parting with ſomething neceſſary to every 
purſuit they were engaged in;—yet they 
rejoiced in her opening proſpects, and 
congratulated her with the moſt affec- 
tionate warmth, on the various ſcenes of 
happineſs that ſeem d to await her. 


Mrs. Egerton adviſed Mrs.. Forreſter 
to fix an early day for her departure to 
Hamilton-Grange; but with ſuch evident 
marks of concern, as plainly evinced, ſhe 
had the real advantage of her friends 


much more at heart, than her own ſa- 
— 


CHAP, 
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* 


CHAP 


AN INTERVIEW. 


RS. Forreſter wrote an anſwer to 
Mrs. Hamilton's letter, fraught 
with the genuine dictates of a grateful 
and affect ionate heart, and fixed that day 
ſe nnight for her departure from Egerton- 
Abbey, as the ſhorteſt ſpace in which ſhe 
could poſſibly adjuſt her affairs for ſo 
long an abſence from home. | 


The hurry of thin preparation allowed 
little time for reflexion. Mrs. Forreſter's 
| | heart 
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heart' was dilated with pleaſure, mixed 
with tender melancholy at the thoughts 
of ſeeing the beloved ſiſter of her dear 
huſband; whilſt ſhe felt the moſt ſenſible 


regret at the idea of leaving Mrs. Egerton, 
*tho' but for a ſhort time. Lowiſa's 
thoughts were occupied in a very dif- 


ferent way;— ſhe contemplated with rap- 


ture the applauſe her perſon and accom- 
pliſhments would meet with, not only 
from the relatives, whoſe favor it was 
doth her duty and her intereſt to conci- 
hate;—bur from a freſh circle of ac- 


1 among whom ſhe ſhould ap- 


peæar with all che advantage of novelty. 


The appointed day ſoon arrived ;— 


tender was the parting at Egerton-Park, 


and earneſt were the wiſhes of all parties 
o meet again.— Louiſa's heart was lea 


concerned; — ſhe anticipated the ſcenes 
of vagiety for Which ſhe hoped with ſuch 


avidity, 
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avidity, Gi fs preſent was almoſt to- 
wally abforbed in the future. 


They reached GRO ORE the 
next day to dinner; and truly affecting 
was the meeting of theſe unknown 


friends, When the carriage drove up | 
the avenue, the Colonel was ſtanding at 
the drawing-room window; he haſtened 


to the chariot, and received Mrs. For- 
reſter into his arms, with the tender eager- 
neſs of an affectionate brother. «] wel- 
% come you, Madam,” faid he, wt 
* the Grange, as the dear fiſter, and wor- 


: "08 * thy friend, whoſe ſociety, I truſt, will 


ce give to my Auguſta all the additional 
« happineſs ſhe can receive in this 
« world:” and, turning politely to 
Louiſa, he took her hand, adding, “par- 
ce don me, young lady; — the expreſſion 


«of your countenance” convinces me, 
ah * that you; too will be neceſſary to our 


* 


— 25 5 N EDN « hap- 
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. happineſs.” — Then turning to Mrs. 
Forreſter, as he led her into the houſe, he 
aid, © ſhall I, madam, lead you to my 
% wife? (ſhe is in her dreſſing- room) or 
6 ſhall I ſend for her down? — ſhe would 
© not pardon me ſhould I withhold from 
her a moment the pleaſure ſhe ſo anx- 
9 iouſly expects.“ — I will attend you, 

e Sir,” replied ſhe, << come, my Louiſa, 
4 you are to find an aunt, Ia ſiſter, in this 
* happy manſion already I have found 
© a brother, you an uncle. „He led 
them up ſtairs, and opening the door, 
ſaid, © here, my love, I bring you a fiſter 
and aniece; but you muſt not engrols 
e them all to n for they muſt be 
mine as well as your” 8. 


Mrs. e came trembling to· 

wards them; Mrs. Forreſter ruſhed into 

| mw arms, exclaiming, Oh! my ſiſter! 

„S the beloved fiſter of my dear Mr. 
8 . Forreſter! 


8 


' LOVISA. FORRESTER. 73 ; 


< Forreſter?” —Her voice was ſtopped and, | 


| her head -reclined on Mrs. Hamilton's, 
boſom :— The Colonel took both their 


hands, and led them to a ſofa; there, 
cc "_ tender-hearted creatures, ſaid 
_ © figh yourſelves to reſt; — and, 
3 a tear from his. eye, he turned to 
Louiſa, and taking her hand, ſaid, 
* come, Madam, old as J am, I cannot 
„let youth-and beauty paſs unnoticed, 
* and ꝓay all my attention to theſe 
0 good Matrons: Come, my dear, ſee 
« if. you cannot awake them from this 
« trance of ſenſibility.” He led her to 
them, and, taking Mrs. Hamikon's hand, 
put Louiſa's into it, ſaying, come, my 
dear, I have indulged you fufficiently, 
e it is now time for you to take ſome 
* notice of this fair bud of opening 
beauty and you, my dear ſiſter, 
* muſt give way to theſe delicate ſenſa 
tions no e ;—you'll melt even the 
Vel. 1. WR * hard. 
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60 hard heart of a ſoldier, if I ffſer you 
"0 to continue thus.” 


dmg Hamikon roſe and looking | 
ſom;— then, badly drawing beck, gazed 
on her with cagerneſs, and ſinking again 
on the ſopha by Mrs. Forreſter, — 
Oh ſiſter! oh Mr. Hamilton! excuſe | 
ce this more than womanly weakneſs !— 
* if I could get a tear to my afliftance all 
& would be well: But this fweet:youpg 
| « creature ſo ſtrongly brings to my mind 
* my dear brother, his every feature, 
(only ſoftened by the moſt delicate 
cc traits.of female beauty,) that I muſt al- 
low a moment to the luxury of grief. 
She preſſed Mrs. Forrefter's hand, —ſfie 
leaned her cheek to her's, —-and they 
mingled their ſenſations in a copious 
ſhower of tears; — while Louiſa, taking a 
hand of — * 2 to her lips, and 
— 
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bathed them with the peatly dew of filiat 
affection; and the Colonel walked haſtily 
to the window, to Ride che manly be 


chat chaſed each o n his ve ener- ble 


nn. 


Theſe agitations of mind Chan gave 
place to a gentle languor, and ſerenity 
again ſmil'd in every face.— The polite 
ology went round, and each was happy 
to find, chat all had been alike affected. 
They were ſummoned to dinner, and the 


preſence of the ſervants obliged them to 


aſſume an air of gaiety, that entirely dif- 
pelled the ſenſations which had ſo ** 
engaged all their faculties. 4 


Aficrgliumer Mr. Eamihun led hin 


to Mrs. Hamilton's harpſichord, I am 


fond of muſic,” ſaid he, « and my 


s wite plays old leſſons very agreeably, in 


i "pro but let me hear ſome - 


E 2 | « thing. | 
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« thing new from your finger, my. fair 
© niece; which, I truſt; will equally de- 
light us all.“ —Louiſa play d, the 
countenances of all expreſs d applauſe.— 
& Join your voice with the inſtrument, 
«my dear,” faid Mrs. Forreſter, you 
. know I love to hear you; and I think 
ec hat pleaſes me will pleaſe your good 


unele and aunt.” Louiſa was too du- 
tiful a e's to be twice. ren * ded, 


” How inte Kat; is the Mini” fs. 28 
Which congenial Souls muſt no- 

| > ie each heart, in equal meaſure, 
5 Beats to bliſs, or ſinks to woe! 


When with kindred feelings glowing 
Tho' by various modes expreſs d; 
Smiles unbid, or tears faſt flowing oe 
[ Shew n, the tender an, 


. : „ * 74 


+ 15 

Louiſa's voice was 6 
— her pronunciation clear and agreeable, 
1 Ran 5 Land 
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Land the ſung theſe wotds'ts x | fiveetly 
plaintive air, that n * idea . 


e. 


the ſentiment. ) 
= Ce ſtood behind her chair, 
with the muſcles of his face convulled = 
ſo ardently did he ftrive to hide the fine 
feelings, which did honor to his heart. 
The two ladies ſhed- tears of tranſport. 
When ſhe had cloſed the mellifluous 
ſtrain, Mr. Hamilton took her hand, and 


led her to a ſeat by her mother.—< No f 


E more, my ſweet Enchantreſs, ſaid he, 
* will not henceforth aſk you to ſing or 
e play, for theſe loft lydian meaſures 
quite unman me. Cannot you play an 

Indian war-whoop, my little angel? 

© and then you would ſee all the old 
blood in my body lighten in my eyes! 
«& —but I can bear no more of this ten- 
* der key, which unlocks all the frailties | 
15 of my Nature. 


. me: 
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* Never were relatives more endeared to 
Gent other from ſimilarity of ſentiment 
and diſpoſition, than Mr. and Mrs. 
Hamilton and Mrs. Forreſter; and 
Louiſas youth and 1 ineſs gave 
lie and novelty to every converſation. 
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4 TETR-A A-TETE WITH A WAITING : 
MAI D. = 


2 t be ſuppoſed Louifa's beauty 
I and various attractions were | over- . 

looked by the yourhful part of their ac- 
quaintance;—many a young lady trem- 
bled ar the fuperiority of her charms;— 


and many a young gentleman fighed in 


ſecret : - but her extreme vivacity made 
them "fearful of diſcloſing their ſen- 
. timents, afraid of becoming the objetts 
: of her wit * ridicule. 
t = katy” There 


Rel 


eee eee at 


There was one young ge ntleman, how- 


ever, who -viſited in the family, , Whoſe 
Heart had hitherto been a ftranger to 
every tender or delicate idea who Was 


ſuch a perfect Country Sguire, in the 


di ſtrongeſt acceptation of the word, that his 
= viſits would not have been received at the 


Grange, had it not been for the merit of 
the other Branches of his family: —On 


which he placed all to his own merit. 


— . .G— - 
— — 


Mr. Frankland had only appeared at 
Mr. Hamilton's, two or three times, with 
his mother and ſiſters, as a formal viſitor; 
neither ſeeming to be much pleaſed him- 
ſelf, nor at all ſuited by his convęrſation 
— any of the party he met there :— 
But ſoon after Louiſa's arrival, he be- 
came very frequent in his neighbourly 
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ite and, in a ſhort time, ſcarce a day 


e but he made * ren at 


> 3 
* 


their account, he was treated with reſpect, 


ſome 
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4 Per” hour or other, tho 3 8 2 

times, as there was not the ſmalleſt pro- 
bability of ſeeing any of the family. He 
always made. the firſt enquiry after Miſs 
Forreſter; and, by this mode of pro- 


ceeding, every ſervant in the houſe was 
apprized of his motives before they were 
known to. the parties concerned. —His 


name being ſo often left, was a matter of 
wonder to all the family; and the un- 
eommon hours at which he ae 
eee =E of 1 


A 7 


* . one age bs , wow the Co 


* and family had an invitation to 


dine with Lady. Dowager Belmour, 


which they had accepted, that Louiſa 


was ſeized with an head- ach, ſhivering, 
and other ſymptoms of a bad cold, 
which ſhe acknowledged ſhe had caught 


by walking too late in the garden, che 


n before, —As. her complaint: was 
45 F 1 nothing 


„ 


% 


oli ros ens rsl 


= tink i — to = I iio en 
-vifir, but left her to the care of Ber faich- | 
ful mai 5 recommending & wurm room, 
__  ehicken-broth, and cheer ulneſs, as all 
= 1 er to reſtore; her to 
The c chariot no Coonitt FOE "TEN th 
Ar dan Louifa rang the bell, and her 
5 Kiery-coming to know her commtands z 
hy, fit down, Kitty, ſaid the, “and 
<« Jet us have a bit of ſociable chat. Here 
am I leſt alone, without ſpirits to 
* play, or inclination to read; — come, 
tell eee 
me.) by | 
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entertaining ancedotes, when ſſie had li- 
7 berty 'of: ſpeech, ( tho the neither waited 
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5 pott and deferenve for her ladies) was ſo 
pleaſed with this kind invitation, tim 
me did nat ſtand ta have it repeated. 
Perhaps there was à particular reaſon for 
her being highly pleaſed wich this per- 
miffion, at chis juncture. Thie cru war, 
of Mr. Frankland, and had no doubt of » | 
his motives; but had not before met with 
a favourable opportunity of mentioning 
her ſuggeſtions. to Mits Forreſter, nor 
the foundation ſhe: had for them; and 
this/happy minute was not to be loſt, — 
Therefore, wirh a low courteſyſhe fardowh = 
on'the'tiext chair but one to Louiſa, and 
wick a look and tone of voice, whichex- 
preſſed much reſpect, and much haſte, to 
enter upon a theme which had engroſſed. 
her attention for ſome weeks, ſhe began: 
“ You are very kind and condeſcending, 
% Ma'am, and I am very conſcious I 
15 kaver not abilities to ſay any thing that 
e can 
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ee can amuſe or 36 you but 1 


e think I know a young gentleman, that 
could give a good deal to be in my 


e place, and to have free liberty of 


e ſpeech given him, as I have; and yet 


e if he had, I much queſtion whether he | 
: 4 could anke uſe o of it to "wy ages * 


7 4 * . | 55 


wy 


„What 1 is you mean, 
2 cryed Louiſa, ſmiling, © you 


es are going to amuſe me with a ſubject 


never dreamed of.” May be ſo, 
Miss, but I am convinced the poor 
c gentleman has often dreamed of it, if 


his paſſion will permit him to ſleep:— 
4 But indeed, Miſs, he has called here to 
: 00 enquire after you, ſo early in a morn- | 
ing, and ſo late in an evening, that he 


could ou: little time to ſlerp be- 


Pt tween. 


* 
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6 Well, Kitty, and pray who i is this 
e —— ſwain, that you paint in 
e ſuch glowing colours, as firſt in Cupid's 
cc train? I really cannot imagine who 
cc you mean: Why, there's Mr, Noel 
ce bluſhes whenever he ſpeaks to me, and 
« fighs when he takes his leave; but 
what of that?—and then Sir Robert 
„Middleton, I think, . ſometimes looks 
« at me, as if his ſoul would take flight 
« thro” his, eyes :—But, what of that, 
« Kitty ?—'tis only the way of theſe male 
creatures, to make us poor vain girls, 
think ſomething which they never 
meant; — for if they meant any thing, F 
| © hat prevents them from making my 
e yncle, aunt, or mother acquainted 
« with their ſentiments? 1 
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0 Why, to be fare, 1 Ma am; you know 


$6. ber e Nt their filen 


„ ** 
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s dare not ſpeak for fear of being 

4 rejected; chat muſt be a ſad mortifi- 
te cation to a fine gentleman, if he was 
1c really in love.— But, however, I think, 
whenever Mr. Frankland has an op- 
ce portunity, if he can find courage to 
* ſpeak, it will be to yourſelf;—he will 
ec never think of the ceremony of aſking 
2 ee e 


4 Mr. Frankland, Kitty!” exclaimed 
| Louiſa, eagerly;—** why you don't think 
te that unpoliſhed ruſtic can love. ?—My 
« ſtars! how I ſhould laugh, bad as my 
er head achs, was the creature to make 
| 4 his appearance, and attempt to tell me 

4 he could! But what are your reaſons 
« for this conjecture, Kitty ?—come, 1 
* muſt know all now you have begun. 


Why, Ma'am, all T-know is,—that 


of . 
' «aſks 


Tours 70 R R RST ER. aſp 


Wh aſks after you firſt, nd ſornerinies fer- 
gets to enquire after, or leave com - 
ce pliments to any body elſe. He has 
&« calFd by ſeven o'clock in a morning, 

e with his gun, and a troop of ſpaniels 

< and pointers at kis heels, and aſked if 

you were an earty riſer.— He has come 
e galloping to the gates about eleven, 

« with his horſe all on a foam, and has 

« afkedif you loved huntingꝰ I reply'd, 

« the exerciſe was too violent for a 
* young lady of your delicacy. —He 

, ſoydre it was the fineſt and the health- 
* 4 ele exercife in the world; and lle was 
« fare; if Mis Forreſter would go once, 
t fie d like it better tian cards, or dinc- 

* ing, or fauntering up one mne and 
down another, to take àn airing, as 8 
they call it.— But is it not ſtrange 
ma' am, chat ſb often às he Has enll'd, 

_—_ 1 thoalt] —— * that you' were 

1 out 
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es out, or the time of day ſuch, as made 


; « Mens bet ſhould be announced?” 


. 


mz Why really, King, it Ae odd; 


1 


«« —but I have no reaſon to be diflatisfied, 


5 4 for I could not have promiſed; myſelf 


10 any great entertainment from ſuch an 
d admirer... By what I have ſeen of 


him, he is too inſipid and unpoliſhed 
a being, even to divert one: — and he 
e appears to me as vain, as if he 
4 poſſeſſed all the accompliſhments in 
« the univerſe :—Well, good Kitty, 
* don't you ſay a word about it, for Mr. 

% Hamilton will rally me to death, if he 


40 ſhould get any notion of it But 


. R 
„„ 


oy 
- 


c « really, Kitty, your chat has amuſed me, 
and I find myſelf ſo much better, that 
« Iam inclined to exceed my mamma.'s 
« regimen, and venture to eat a. bit of 
40 chicken too; and ſo let me have it im- 
| *mediately, 


7 


' L'OVISA FORRESTER BY 


60 « mediately, ond Pl have _— at- 
tend but you.” | 


A boiled chicken was ſerv 4 up.— 


Kitty attended, and the converſation 


continuued. — Louiſa made a good meal, 
and ſeem'd to have forgot, her indiſ- 
poſition. When ſhe had dined, ſhe ſaid, 


«© Well; now Kitty, give me a glaſs of 


© warm wine and water, and go to din- 
* ner; but come to me again as ſoon as 
« poſſible, for I ſhall relapſe into oy 
« © lowneſs again, if I am ou alone.“ 


Louiſa ſat meditating on the foregoiny g 


, and, deſpicable as the ſub- 


ject of it was, could not help being 
pleaſed at the idea of a declared lover. 
The novelty, and the vom anly conſe- 


quence it would give her, to have it in 


her power to refuſe a man of fortune and 


family, — made her little heart Hutter with 


""_ and n | 
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CHAP. IX. 


A $FECIM EN OF COURTSHIP, 


7 


4 ” 


-ITTY had not left the partour 
- above a quarter of an hour, when 
eame running, almoſt breathleſs to 
the door; and as the opened t,—ſhe 
a, O Miſs! here is Mr. Frank land 

« galloping up the avenue; — What ſhall 
J fay to him?—will you pleaſe to be 
te at home?—you will ſcarcely find fuch 
is another opportunity of knowing whe- 
ue ther my falpieions are without foun- 
dation.“ Well cken, Kitty, * he 


J 


« And, Kitty, if he "es long, I 
* ſhall: ring for you; and if I do, E 
* ſhalf tell you to ge to your work, 
© and to ſet my frame up ts the window, 
« and do a bit of the ground of my ſereen: 
i —It will be fo odd if be ſtays long, for 


"LOVISA PORAESTER. Of 
4 aſſes for me, and, when he bears alf the 


e reſt of the family are out, is deſtrotis 


6 * of. ſeeing me, admit him; but don't 


5 forget to tell him I hate 4 bad cold, 
cor elſe hell wonder at ink being at 


66 home alone, and drefled.— 


* no-body to be in the room. — But, 1 
F * 


— Riny withdrew, and m A beo muibwiss 


return'd; and announced Mr. Frankland, 
who was it the door before ſhe could 


xe his name. He enter d, 
and Kitty retir d. He bow 'd very low ; 


« Your ſervant, Miſs Forreſter; I am 
© ſorry to hear you are indiſpoſed, — but 
5 extremely 
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A extremely glad to find you alone ;” — 
and ſtriding acroſs the room, viewed 
himſelf, with trong n pet of at probe, 
an in ene | | a 
L ouiſe n * — 6 
cc are very polite, Sir, but I am ee 
e qualified to entertain Mr. Hamilton's 
9 company in his abſence.” O, my 
ec ſweet little angel, nobody better qua- 
4 lified to entertain company of any 
. © kind, than you; and fure a young 
& lady of your age, is fitter company for 
tc a young man of mine, than any of your 
= © oldgravegentlemen, or ladies either. — 
= _<* Why, did not your maid tell you ! 


 _ < enquired-for you?“ — I thought it 


* _*< might be a millake, Sir, as it is quite 
= ee quire for me.” Is it fo ?—all the 
60 ue — en 1 nn my je 
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© will be the more agreeable for 0 
© e dns 


= tf 
x »- # 
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Tap Propoſals, Sir, 1 don't underſta 1 
& you * — © Don't. you, indeed, my : 
e little charmer ? but IH ſoon make you 


« underſtand me; for I have no opinion 


« of your formal declarations to the old 
e people, and dangling month after | 
© month, year aſter year, and then me 


* bat RIES) one pe $454 


1 


= Really, Mir. Frankland, his is talk 


5 ing in an unknown tongue.” Indeed, 


* dear Miſs, and are you ſo great a 


« ſtranger to the language of love, as not 


| © t9 underſtand me? - why. then 1 r 6 


« ſpeak. plain. I never th 


© ſiage, Miſs, till; I ſaw you, + hee y 
e been ever ſince thinking of n 


it elſe; and now, Miſs, tell the Plain 
"truth, * you any n to being 
| = 
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<< miſet0@ man of five thouſand a year? 
«© — Come, conſider, Miſs, I don't think 
<< the offer to be deſpiſed ;—1I have no- 
<< body's leave to aſk, nor do I aſk any | 
, fortune; — your Mamma, and your 
Fang do juſt as they pleaſe, — 
ic curſe me if I care;—l have enough, 
<6 Lande what ſay you, eh?“ << wy, 
4 really, Sir, I was never more aſtoniſhed 
in my life. do you call this-love? = 
44 is by no means correſpondent with my 
ce ideas. I always thought, love made 
4c of offending; but I ſee you want to try 
tc whether I am ſuch an ignoramus as to 
40 e by the firſt overture; chat 
hoc deſerve, was I 0 aevor to _ 
— Kit anda Swi 
— 46G0 to abs work, Kitty, you 
know, I 1 that piece f- 
* * 


elf ity waiting maids were preſent, 
= dis all one to me; — and to me tooy - 


LOVISA/ FOR RESTER, 9. 
4 niſhed, and you m ſtick cloſe to it 


46 till my cold is well. What, and ſo, 
« Miſs, you call your 1 in to break 


« off the Converſation; hut it won't do, 
&« for Pm ſure you can make no reaſon- 


4c have done, and ſay it's a match, and 


« Sir,” repry'd Louiſa, (colouring with 


mortificatĩon, at the little ceremony ſhe 


was treated with, and the coarſe mention 
of aſking no fortune wich her,). ( neither 


© wiſh- to hear, nor intend to ſpeak any 


thing but what the whole world may be 
« witneſs to; but be ſo obliging to an- 
« {wer me one queſtion, Sir; are theſe 
* the ſerious dictates of. your heart, QT. do 


ene e A 


ce Inſult ; 


— 


* LOUISA FORRESTER 


er Infult you, Miſs, nocuſe me! what. 
* I faid, chat you can chink looks 
like inſult have I not offered. you 

ve marriage, without making any bargain, 
, what can be fairer? - but I ſuppoſe 
< you are like my wiſe ſiſters, and have 
40 „got ſuch a heap of thels deve f 


E talk to you; but you'll came off: , 
44 after a bit, I'll warrant you. — «When 
1 do, Sir, IH et you know, and in 
the mean time, your abſence is the 
* only favour I have to requeſt.”— 
What, Miſs, do you turn me out of 
<*: doors ?—burn-me if I don't hate myſelf. 
Lu for ever having troubled my head about 
« you;—you- are juſt like my fooliſn 
CLE 2 . when my friend, Dick 
0 made her juſt ſuch. an 
« offer; e che proud minx has only 
44 n thouſand pounds, and what will 
WG: 1 chat 


. 


our $A FORRESTER, 


* that do for her- Why I can buy 


<« your uncle's eſtate any day; and do 
cc you think PI! dangle after you, or any 
ce of your confounded fantaftical ' ſex ? 
« No, cürſe me if I do!”—and he 
ſtamp'd about the room, with alf the 
rage of vulgar ignorance and difap- 
be "TT. 


= 


Lean bewbled with ee 
Het utterance was choak'd, —the rang 


the bell furiouſly, —and Kitty, ſtarting 
from the window, exclaimed, ** How 


«dare you, Sir, infult my young lady 
* thus, in her own houſe?” Her 


. own houſe, indeed! —1 never knew | 
* ſhe had* one before, and I believe it 
* will be long enough, before The has the 


* offer of another: but keep your dil 
1 tance, Mrs. Abigail, or my foot ſhall 


teach you due reſpect to your betters.” , 


At that inſtant a fobtman ente 
Vol. I. „ ͤ ͤðK Lovila 
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 Lovifa with much dignity, ſaid, help 
£ e this gentleman to his horſe, John,” 

— I can call for my horſe myſelf when 
0 I want him, Miſs; but I ſhan't go yet.” 
— But you ſhall, Sir,“ reply'd Louiſa, 
'* and fo, John, ſhew the gentleman out 
« * of the houſe.” _ 


John held the door open "IF bow'd; 
—Frankland walk'd about the room ;— 
Louiſa roſe, - Well, Sir, I leave you to 
s the-care of Mr. Hamilton's Servants, 

«—I hope they know how to treat a 
cc yretch who dares behave with ſuch 
© inſolence in their maſter's houſe.” — 
She was going, but juſt a as ſhe got to the 
door, he ſepp'd before her and prevented 
her retreat. No, no, Miſs Fanfa- | 

4 ronade, you go not yet, —you ſhall 
« hear a litle more of. what I have to 
& fay to you, —IL'II bamble your: proud 
s heart before I leave you.” —** Unband 


— 


Kitty rung the bell, and a couple more 
ſervants appearing, after ſome. ſtruggles, 
and many dreadful imprecations, they. 

forc'd the indignant Squire out of the 
houſe, which he e never more to 
enter. „„ oft } | Pp 1 


Tous ſpirits were ſo exhauſted by 


the variety of emotions ſhe had expe · 


rienced during this ſhort converſation, 


that ſhe no ſooner found herſelf delivered 
from the inſolent rudeneſs of her ruſtic 


lover, than ſhe ſunk into a chair, and 


burſt; into a violent flood of tears. Kitty, 
who was herſelf much irntated, and 
much diſcompoſed, had, however, pre- 
ſence of mind enough to uſe every me- 
thod to ſooth and raiſe the . ſpirits of 
Louiſa. Water and drops were the firſt 
cordial ſhe ed and chen, fall- 


| 4 10 
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e me, wretch lohn, call for help, and 
deliver me from this brutal rudeneſs.” 
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ing on her knees, ſhe beſought her par- 
don for having been the cauſe, tho? the 
innocent one, of her being ſubjected to 
fach brutal treatment, but who, my 
« dear young lady, could have had the 
t moſt diftant thought, that yotir beauty, 
and the delicate propriety of your be- 
& haviour, would not have awed the 
4 moſt untutor'd ſavage into reſpect and 
*-rimidity 2” _—Louiſs began now to 
grow more compoſed ;—* Riſe, Kitty,” 
aid ſhe, I am not at all diſpleaſed with 
6 you u,—it was my own fault; —1 as well 
as you entertained too great an opinion 
« of my own conſequence :—but 1 
© think; I am eſſectually cured of this 
« kind of vanity. I ſhall take care how 
© J. liſten to a declaration of love again. 
© _But we muſt now conſider how to 
te make the beſt of this mortifying ad- 
10 venture. Had Mr. and Mrs. Ha- 
oe milton , and * Mother, been witneſs 
6 10 
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to every. cirevinſtance, Lam not con- 
e ſcious of any thing in my conduct, that 
& could, have incurred their diſpleaſure. 

ole n be e! to think of. ads 
te time to ſhew my imprudence, — in- 
« truded himſelf abruptly, before he 
„knew whether I was at home or not.. 
O dear, Ma'am,” cred Kitty, ho 
* can. you think of any body blaming 
you? it was impoſſible for you to pre- 
* yent his rudeneſs; and I am ſure you 
«© ſhewed great prudence and preſence of 
mind in ordering him to be turned out 
© of the houſe as you did; for it is im- 
e poſſible to know with what indignity 
*© the brute might have treated you, if 
< you had not ſhewn a proper ſpirit. — 
hope you'll tell Mr. Hamilton every 
word of his inſolent abuſive language, 
T4 0 and 


\ 
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2 and let the whole blame fall where it 
«c ought.” —c< Why that's what I wiſh to 
« do, Kitty, but. I dare not; for ſhould 
«Mr. Hamilton know the whole of his 
1 inſolence, he would think himſelf 
> " bound f in honor to reſent it in ſach a 
manner, as would make the affair quite 

c public, and conſequently add to my 
© mortification, and give extreme unea- 
es ſineſs to my mother and aunt.— There- 
« fore, Kitty, will you tell the ſervants, 
«they will oblige me much by faying 
nothing about i it, unleſs Mr. Hamilton F 
* ſhould aſk them; — and then only to 
ſay, that they believed I was tired of 
« His company, for I ordered them to 
help him to his horſe ;—and Tl repre- 
« ſent the affair to my mamma, in ſuch 
%a manner, as to make it appear a mat- 
* ter not worth taking any notice of: and 
46 * fo the family will be rid of a diſagree- 
able 
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tc able viſitor, and all ny be well.“ 

This was no ſooner concluded on than 
Kitty withdrew to execute her commiſ- 
fron, which ſhe found no difficulty in 
doing, to her entire ſatisfaction. T he 
ſervants laughed at the incident amongſt 
themſelves, - put what comments they 
| pleaſedon it, and were fully ſatisfied to 
let it reſt where it was. 
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. n cen home, found 
Louiſa better, and all were happy. 
The next morning at breakfaſt Louiſa 
finding herſelf i in good fpirits began to 
give the hiſtory of the preceding day, 
fearing, if ſhe delay'd it longer, ſomething 
might tranſpire from another quarter; 
and ſhe rightly judged it would much 
minjure her cauſe to have the ſtory told by 
any body but herſelf. 


Without 


Without any particular variation a 
truth, ſhay by heightening ſome parts of 
the oY and ſuppreſſing others, 
plac'd his ignorance and ruſticity, and 
ber own — vanity, in ſuch a 
ludicrous light, as gave high entertain- 
ment to her friends; who found much to 
laugh at, but nothing to cenſure, in her 
conduct, nor to wonder at in his- 
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Mr. Hamilton thought himſelf muck 
| obliged to Mr. Frankland for not impo- 
ſing the diſagreeable taſk of a refuſal up- 
on him, or Mrs. Forreſter, at either of 
whom he might have been ſeriouſly diſ- 
guſted; for had he applied to either of 
them, they muſt have given him a de- 
ciſive anſwer; as he was a perſon by no 
means proper to have been referr'd to 
Louifa as ſole arbitreſs of his fate: leſt 
he ſhould have been induced to have 
mum her in a ſtile ill ſuited to the dig- 
nity 
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nity of her ſentiments, or the delicacy of 
her manners. —Bur as they had ſettled 
the matter between themſelves, it was all 
very well; and he had nothing to regret 
from the loſs of an aaa he had 
Never withed to cultivate. IPL SIS: 


"Lent 5 heart was now at reſt, 5 ſhe 
was impatient for an opportunity of 
laughing the affair over with her confi- 
dential Kitty, which had occaſioned 
them both ſo much perturbation the de 


ceding day. | 
Time ſeem'd to glide Apes biy 
away, in this happy manſion of harmony 
and peace; every day was mark d by 
ſome act of benevolence; and not a viſitor 
entered the friendly walls but departed 
r e oof; x 
Sir weeks had elapſed an Mrs. 


Fereſter and Louiſa leſt Egerton - Abbey: 


they had received many friendly letters 
from Mrs. Egerton and the young ladies; 
but ſo truly affectionate and congenial 
were theſe new found relations, that 
Mrs. Forreſter had not reſolution to f men- 
tion leaving them. n 


The time now ap woark that the 
Jamaica Fleet was expected; Mr. Ha- 
milton had made proper enquiries, and 
found Portſmouth was the N 
harbour. 4 N 


* 


When Captain Rainaford” came on 
ſhore, he found a letter ſent to the Com- 
miſſioner of the Dock-yard, to be deli - 
vered to him on his arrival, which con- 
tained all neceſſary particulars relative to 
his Uncle's return to England, and an in- 
vitation to Hamilton-Grange, as ſoon as 
he could poſſibly adjuſt his affairs to his 
ewn ere Ne . peruſal of this 

letter 
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letter raiſed fuch a guſt of paſſion in the 
heart of this brave young man, as all the 
" terrific. ſcenes of battle, and the more 
tremendous raging of the warring ele- 
ments could never produce. He had 
not * the face of a relation ſince he 
was ſixteen, he was now fix. and twenty. 
xemberedhis Uncle coming to 

take leave of his Mother, before he went 
td India; his Father, a brave Officer, was 
hen at Sea. He ate the fondneſs 
his Uncle then expreſſed for him, — he 
recollected the firm, manly, but affecti- 
onate leave lie took. of his Mother, —he 
remembered his prayer over him, as he 
tenderly preſſed. him to his boſom; 
God bleſs and preferve thee, my 
dean Harry if thy noble Father lives 
0 to ſre thee grow up to manhood, may 
* his cheeks glow with paternal rapture, 
c when "he ſhall hear thy name pro- 
© gounced with honour !—and never 


2 * 4 | | 55 4c - may 
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% may one action of thine ſuffoſe thy 
_ «© mother's face with the burning bluft 
of ſhame!” —Hais father he never faw 
more; he died with glory in the ſer- 
vice of his Country, and, with his laſt 
breath, recommended his ſon to the fa- 
vour and protection of Admiral D=—. 
« You have been, Sir, (ſaid he,) a fa- 
« ther and a friend to me.— Ohl weft 
it be too preſuming in me, to entreat 
% your patronage for my boy — under 
« your auſpices he could not deviate 


from the paths of true honour you,” 


« have been my leading ſtar, and I am 
* now entering the haven, of reſt —My 
0 wife —my boy !—I commit you to a 
0 Providence that will never leave the 
« humble confiding ſoul deſtitute of 
comfort! His ſpeech began to fal- 
ter.—T he Anme Admiral preſſed his 


"Randal, every thing in my power 
«ts 
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fixteen took him into by wag, as a. 


| 13 : | | diſorder, 
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« flifted widow, I engage myſelf to do; 
“ you have ſerv'd your Country, you 
« have fought bravely,—and you die, 
&« ſurrounded with e acclama 
«© tions of a victory, you have help'd to 
gain; — dearly purchaſed, fince your 
life is a part ofthe price! He ceas'd, 


longer. 


The Admiral religioully Kept his 
word; he wrote to Mrs. Rainsford, in 
_the moſt tender and ſoothing manner ; 
and at his return to England, viſited, 
and conſoled her, with the affection of a 
brother ;— gave directions for young 
Rainsfard's education, and at the age of 


midſhipman. a 


„ 


" Mrs. Rainsford's grief for the loſs of 
key. haſhand. had * a nervous 
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diſorder, which baffled all the power of 
medicine, 'and all her own efforts to re- 
move it; but ſhe lingered till the time 
her dear Harry was to go on board, when 
her taking leave of him gave ſuch a 
ſhock to her almoſt exhauſted conſti- 
tution, that in a fortnight after he ſet 
ſay}, the cloſed her ſorrows in the cold 
arms of death. ; 


Admiral D— was as good as his 
word, —he treated young Rainsford in 
every reſpect like a ſon; and the amiable. 
youth, whg inherited his father's courage, 
and noble openneſs of temper, made 
every return that gratitude could ſuggeſt, . 
or generhſity could receive: and ve 
his interaſt he obtained the command 
of a — when be was about four n 
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CHAP; XL 


1 
AN AFFECTIONATE RECEPTION. 


0 N W Colonel Mlamilton's af- 
fe&tionate letter, Rainsford was in 
as much haſte to adjuſt his affairs, that 
he might attend the welcome ſummons, 
as ever he was to prepare for am engage- 
ment when he ſaw an enemy's ſhip ap- 


— and the moment they were 


happy ſpot, that held all the kindred 
blood, and tender amities, the world af- 
— bim. „in 2 * of mind 
| 7 Pos, much 


2 


properly arranged, he ſet out poſt for the 
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much eaſier to be conceived chan deſ- 
cribed.— He arrived at the Grange juſt 

as the family and ſome friendly viſitors 

were ſet down to tea. The Colonel was 
ſitting near a window, and ſaw a chaiſe 
drive exceeding faſt up to the gates; 
when a gentleman in the naval uniform 
alighted, and ſeem'd to fly, rather than 
walk to the door. The Colonel woſe 
precipitately,. “ Excuſe me, ladies, this 
can be no other than Captain Rains- 
< ford.” — Mr. Hamilton opened the 
dcor as the Captain aſcended the ſteps; 
and both ſtopped at the ſame inſtant,. 

* Your name is Rainsford,” ſaid the 

Colonel, I cannot be deceived, the 

© lineaments of your mother are ſtrongly 

6 depicted i in your manly countenance. 

Welcome to my houſe, —welcome 

eto my heart!“ — and he turned away 

his face to hide the affectionate tear that 
burſt unbidden from his eye; — while 
Rainsford, 
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Rainsford, with an inſtinctive Emotion, 
which he could not ſuppreſs, ſeized his 
hand, and preſſing it firſt to his lips, 
then to his heart, exclaimed, Oh my 
«© ever honoured Uncle! the tender 
*brother of my long loſt parent !—the 
« friend of mankind, —and the favourite 
4 of Heaven !—am I at laſt ſo wen i as 
n . | 


© 


The Colonel oraſp'a 1 his hand, with a 
n expreſſive of ſentiments be- 
yond the power of language, and led him 
to an adjoining parlour,.—“ Sit down, 
« my dear Harry, and let us compoſe 
< ourſelves a little ;—we have an agree · 
«able party of friends in the drawing 
* room, to whom I mult introduce you; 
46 but as they are ladies, we muſt not let 
«© them ſee theſe traces of tenderneſs in 
our countenances, leaſt they call our 
* mg in queſtion; but I think we 

| + „ could 
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« could” both” face a cannon in our 
« Country's ſervice, without half the tre- 
„ mours this meeting has coſt us: — 
% could not we, boy! WA Ay, Sir, 
cry'd Rainsford, his eyes darting fire at 
the mention of ſerving his Country;— 

c now you have made me fit to attend 
_ © you any where; for never ſince I parted 
from my mother to attend my father's" 
« friend, and my noble patron, did my 
* heart ever experience any ſenſations, 
but what honour, gratitude, and the 
« loye of my Country inſpir'd, till I re- 
« ceived your letter, and I have been a 
© milk-ſop, a meer freſh-water Dor 
> lince. * | 


As he axticulated theſe words, Mrs. 
Hamilton entered the room, and ap- 
proaching the Colonel with a ſprightly 
benignity, took his hand, ſaying, ; 66 it 
as we hoped? may I receive this . 
| te tleman 


—. 
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« tleman as the relative we ſo cordially 
<«< wiſhed'to ſee?” “ Yes, my love, this 
c is my nephew; — this is the ſon of my 
once dear Caroline; — take him to 
your heart, my Auguſta;— 1 have no 
« kill in phyſiognomy, if ever he forfeits 
4 his intereſt there. This is your Aunt, 

« Harry, ſhe is well prepared to love 
« you, for ſhe loves every thing chat is 
«« brave and noble, therefore you have 
" a ndoubted claim to her favour.” 


 Rainsford « took her hand ben af- 
_ fectionate diffidence, and preſs d it to his 
hps,—**that is too diſtant a compliment, 
“ Captain, (ſaid ſhe,) Mr. Hamilton 
commands me to» take you to my 
6 heart, which I do with pleaſure, for his 

* ſake; and I dare fay, I ſhall continue 

£©you there for your own.” She then 
claſp'd him to her boſom, and ſaluted 
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him with maternal tenderneſs; the ſweet 

dew of ſenſibility gliſtening in her eyes. — 
«© But come, my love, our friends, I 
© know, are impatient to ſee this new 

s acquiſition to our domeſtic circle; 

| fo ſaying, ſhe led him to the company, 

and introduced him as the beloved ne- 

phew, whoſe: arrival ſhe had for anxi- 

da erpelted. . | 
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TRUE BENEVOLENCE. 


4 


APTAIN Riinsford was amply 

qualified to ſupport the character 
his Uncle had given of ham, and he ſoon 
became the favourite of all that knew 
Him. With the brave, open, unſuſpi- 
<ious, and unaffected manners of the 
failor, he united the eaſe and politeneſsof 
the gentleman ;—and with the fortitude . 
of a ſtoic, he poſſeſſed all the tender ſen- 
fibilities of the heart, His knowledge 
of mankind was the reſult of what he had 
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ſcen, not what he had read; and to * 
1 be n was his chief eur 


* e eee a new ſcene of 
action opened to his view. —a mode of 
life he had hitherto had no opportunity 
of forming an idea of. He had ſeen every 
degree of virtue and humanity, that 
could be call'd forth in a naval ſituation, 
uniformly practiced by his noble friend 
Admiral DB; and every thing that 
had the ſanction of that brave man's 
practice and approbation, could not but 
be adopted by all who had the happineſs 
of knowing him. But the amiable 
owners of Hamilton-Grange made ac- 
tive- benevolence the ſtudy of their lives, 
and the leading principle of all their 
actions. When the weather was fine, the 
mornings were conſtantly. ſpent in ex · 


curſions, which gave air, exerciſe, and 
the moſt exalted at 
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relief to all that were indigent, ſick, or 
afflicted, within their reach.— They did 
not confine their beneficence to the poor 
cottagers on their own eſtate; but, with 
an unbounded liberality, they fought 
out the ſons and daughters of adverfity, 
wich as much care as the diſſipated and 
vnfecling 221 to wei them.” * 


its: Harmitton was an excettenit co 
nomiſt, which much increaſed her power 
of doing. good; and to thoſe poor peo- 
ple, who were induſtrious and prudent, 
her charity knew no bounds. To thoſe 

that were not, the adminiftered relief | 

with a more ſparing hands and added 
every ſtimulus to incite them to care and 
Alligence. She purchaſed large quan- 
tities of wool and flax, and where · ever 
mne found poor people without employ- 
RR 
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work, as Mr. Hamilton did the men. 
For this purpoſe he plann'd ſome alter- 
ations in the pleaſure grounds. —A large 
piece of ſpringy land, near the houſe, 
| his taſte led him to have converted into 
an extenſive water; but mſtead of de- 
priving the ſurrounding farmers of their 
labourers, that his eye might be delighted 
with the haſty completion of his ſcheme, 
he determined that nobody ſhould put a 
hand to it but what wanted employment. 
On the north ſide he had a large plan- 
tation of foreſt trees and evergreens, and 
an elegant temple erected facing the 
water, de ee to benevolence and 
the ſocial duties. His labourers came 
every night to receive their wages; and 
not a man in his vicinity ever wanted a 
day's work, nor a perſon was depriv'd of 
a ſervant, when they had employment 
for him. es 
Vol. I. „ © 
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Mrs. Hamilton ordered all the poor 
women and children, whom ſhe em- 
ployed, to bring their work home every 
Friday morning; — that day ſhe kept free 
from all other engagements, and had a 

plentiful dinner provided for them to be 
ready at twelve o'clock, that it might not 
intrude on the family arrangement. She 
examined their work herſelf, —gave 
ſomething above their wages to thoſe that 
had excell'd,—uſually paid them with 
her own hand,—encouraged them to be 
diligent, - and loaded them home with 
freſn materials for their induſtry,—and 
the ſurplus that remained of their dinner; 
and this day ſhe uſed to call her holiday. 

Of the yarn ſhe uſed to have cloth of 
various kinds manufactured, and given to 
the neceſſitous to clothe their families. 


Thus, by her prudent management, 
— em . , Teal} and clothed all her 
indi ou 


\ 
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indigent neighbours at a ſmall expence. 


One condition ſhe always made when 
ſhe clothed a family, namely, chat they! 


muſt appear clean and decent every Sun- 

day at church; otherwiſe they mult ne- 

ver expect to receive any. future favours 
from her hand. She likewiſe eſtabliſhed 


ſeveral little ſchools, where the children 


of the poor were taught to read, ſew, 


and knit; and enabled to clothe them- 


ſelves with the materials ſhe beſtowed 


on them. Thus the benevolent diſpoſi- 


tions of this amiable couple made a' 


happy change in the appearance ve the 
country for many mules . (144 

One morning when the ladies were 
going on one of theſe humane excur- 
ſions, the Colonel was particularly en- 
gaged with his workmen, and told Cap- 
tain Rainsford, he muſt eſcort them 
alone. It was a delightful morning ; they 


G 2 arrived 
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arrived at a ſmall village about three 
miles from the Grange, where many of 
Mrs. Hamilton's penſioners lived. When 
they ſtepped out of the carriage, Mrs. 
Hamilton ſaid, we have a good deal of 
ee buſineſs here, Captain, —ſhall you 
C like to amuſe yourſelf at the Inn? 
C perhaps it will not be ſo agreeable for 
you to accompany us. — How long 
* ſhall you be engaged, Madam?“ —“ 1 


3 Be. ſappoſe about an hour and an half.” — 


c Very well, Madam, I'll be ſure to be 

, here at the time.“ So ordering his 
horſe to be taken care of, he ſet out to 
ſurvey the ſurrounding ſcenes, and to 


= meditate on the benign MR of 


his nee — 


c HAP. 
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e HA p. XIII. 


AN AFFECTING SCENE. 


E had walk'd ing a e thio' 4 
varied ſcene of fields and wood - 


lands, decked with the gayeſt tints of 
nature, when he ſtopped at a little ſpring, 


that roſe under a tuft of alders, and ran 
gently murmuring thro* the adjacent 
meadows;—a lofty wood, on a gently 
riſing hill bounded' the proſpect, from 
whence his ear was delighted with a 
ſweet concert of its feathered inhabitants. 


As he ſtood, wrapped in cen PRIOR 
| Foo IRE on 
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on the beauties of Nature, and the be- 
neficence of its adorable author, he ob- 
{ſerved a female figure come from among 
the trees, and move towards the place 
where he ſtood „with a ſmall pitcher in 
her hand. As ſhe approached he could 

perceive an air of deep dejection over- 

ſpread her countenance;—her form was 
genteel, and her attire denoted ſhe had 
ſeen better days;—ſhe walk'd with 
trembling timidity, —her boſom la- 
boured with the ſigh of heart- rending 
anguiſh, and the tears chaſed each other 
down her palid cheeks. - "Ip 


Thus abſorb'd in ſorrow, ſhe had 
_ approach'd within a few paces of the 
ſpring, before ſhe ſaw the Captain, 
who ſtood leaning againſt a tree in 
fixed attention. At fight of him, ſhe 
 Ropp'd, bluſh'd, and attempted to 
xecede, He flew to her with an in- 
1 ſtinctive 


43 


/ 
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flinctive haſte, —and with a di fidence 
and confuſion, nearly equal to her own, 
took. her hand, and with a voice, in- 
terrupted by the ſenſations of his heart, 
he faid, ** pardon then, unknown 
% daughter of affliction; the intruſion of. 
« a ſtranger; — the beauty of the ſur- 88 5 
« rounding ſcenes tempted me hither - 
«© and whatever be the cauſe of your 
66 grief, —if it is in my power to alleviate 
& jt, I ſhall bleſs the hour that I n 
« theſe — . 


She 3 ker hand with great 
emotion, ſne attempted to ſpeak, but 
the words died inarticulate on her trem- 
bling lips. Rainsford took out his 
purſe, and heſitating, ſaid, let me not 
offend you, fair unknown; —will this 
* trifle be of any ſervice or will you 
<« inftruſt me in what way I can aſſiſt 


bc vou I ſee you are unhappy, and 
"0 4 be 3 
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4 pardon me if I ſay I cannot leave you 
ec till I know whether it is in my power, 
« as well as in my will, to give you 

comfort.“ 


35: 


A freſh ſhower of tears bedew'd her 
cheeks, and with much difficulty ſhe 
faid, © misfortunes like mine, ought to 
c fubdue every particle of pride; but 

e alas! they have taught me to fear 


ce every profeſſion of friendſhip, and to 


e doubt every offer of aſſiſtance.— Par- 
don me, noble ſtranger! there is 
'< ſomething in your countenance which 
tells me I might unboſom my ſorrows 
to you with ſafety ;—but I cannot 
„ ſpeak :—I came for a little water to 
this ſpring, to prolong the life of an 


« afflicted parent,—I will take ſome, 


and if you can bear to enter the 
_ © gloomy abode of hopeleſs miſery, 1 
will lead you to it. T 


She 


* 
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She fill'd her pitcher, and with trem- 


bling ſteps haſted towards the wood. 


Rainsford followed her, and on the de- 


clevity of the hill found a poor cottage, 
which ſhe entered with precipitation, 
and ſetting down the water, ſaid to a 


venerable emaciated man, ( who fat 
toaſting a bit of bread over a few dying 


embers) © oh! my dear Sir, how does 
© my poor mother? I have been long, 


ce but I have been interrupted ;—and I 
te think there is an angel coming in at 
ce the door! — he wants to relieve us,. 


but I could not ſpeak. to him; — I will 


© take my mother ſome water, and you, 
© my dear father, will know in what 


_ © manner to treat him;—but I think he 


«© 1s a noble minded: creature.“ She 
haſted to the poor room above, and juſt 
as ſhe was out of ſight, Rainsford en- 

tered the. humble dwelling. 5 


Figure 
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Figure to yourſelf, tender reader, a 
man about five and forty, of an elegant 
appearance and expreſive countenance, 

pale with want and watching, fitting over 
a dying fire, in a poor clay-built cot- 
tage, with no furniture but a couple of 
chairs, an humble ſtool, and a broken 
tablez—a little girl about five years old, 
pale and thin, was playing with a kitten 
beſide him, on whom he ſometimes 
Doked with the tear of paternal tender- 
* ning from his eye. | 


Nd "OY DEST es he 
| * and advanced to meet him.“ My 


daughter tells me, Sir, you ſeek the 


te houſe of mourning; you do not find 
< her here, deck'd in the pomp of hor- 
4 ror, but in the fimple guiſe of un- 

. known diftreſs, and unfriended po- 
„ verty.“—Rainsford look'd round with 
anguiſh, —his voice was ſuppreſs d by 
the 
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the feelings of his heart;—he took the 
gentleman's hand,—he preſs d it; —at 
laſt in broken accents, he ſaid, I aſk 


your pardon for this intruſion, Sir, let 


c born to an happier lot: — I will have 


„ no painful explanations:— I enjoy 
more of the good things of this world 


c than I deſerve, therefore you have a 
« right to draw upon me for what you 
* want.—Tell me, my good Sir, how I 
© can ſerve you, and you will confer a: 


(God bleſs:him!) would do, were he 


«© to make me an Admiral.” “ Be 
« ſeated; Sir, ſaid the amiable Mr. 


Goodwin, (for that was his name) my 


% daughter rightly ſaid ſhe had met 


„with an angel; but I have no right to 
« your aſſiſtance till you know whether 
4 deſerve it or not. Be pleaſed to 


— ALE *. — = Goo” » * 
= — 52% = — —— —— = - — 


hear my ſhort narrative, and then you 
will judge of my diſtreſs.” CH AP. 
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H A Þ, IV 


A SIMPLE NARRATIVE, AND 
AN ACCIDENT: 


Y Grandfather: poſſeſſed an eſtate 
of about five hundred pounds 
. year, He had only two ſons, of 
4 which my father was the youngeſt ;= 
* my father had likewiſe two ſons, of 
«which I was the eldeſt;—my uncle 

_ © neyer; married, and I was his pre- 
© ſurptive heir. He alſo expreſs'd 

ſuch a partiality for me, that had L 

5. den 40 nee I ſhould not have 
53 © wondered 


. 2 


A > © 
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c nde at a fine being paſſed in my 
. ' favour.” 


c 1 was bred up to the Church by his 
deſire; my brother to the ſtudy of 


© phyſic, by his own choice. I married 


© a moſt amiable woman, with the en- 
© tire approbation of my uncle. I ſet- 
« tled in a curacy about three miles from 
© hence, where I lived in a comfortable 
© genteel manner, — ſupplying what was 
* deficient in my ſalary, from my 


* wife's fortune; — for my father had 


little to leave us after our educations 
were finiſned; — and of that little my 
brother took < care to ſecure: the I 


part. 


My uncle's favour towards me ne- 
ver ſeem'd to abate. He often en- 
* couraged me to live in a more elegant 
* ſtyle; and told me, I need not fear 

. « but 
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but his eſtate would come to me be- 


© fore my wife's fortune was exhauſted. 


© But uninfluenced by his advice we 


continued our domeſtic economy ;— 
Land as we had only two children, and 
_ | © thoſe girls,—thought it our duty to 
give them an education ſuitable to the 
8 fanune * mighs one Wide r 


. 
*4 
| 


Ld | c M Poor little 8 = es | 
© was too young to need any thing but 


the tender attention of her mother ;— 


<.our lier chrling we put to a 3 


to bed he. id every female accom- 


© pliſhment._ Suffice it to ſay, Sir, ſhe 


* anſwered our moſt ſanguine 'expec- 
© tations. Our reſourſes began to grow 
< ſhort, when my uncle, who had been. 


for ſome time in a dealiner, Was Gon 


r 181 ir WY 
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© fled on | the wings of affection to 

© pay my duty to him, and to adminiſter 
«all the conſolation in my power to 
him, in his laſt moments. I found 
my brother attending him as his phy- 
« fician ; I thought he did not treat me 

* with his accuſtomed partiality,— but 
J attributed it to his weakneſs. He 
ſhewed no tokens of diſpleaſure ; and 

© I had no ſuſpicion that any one could 
have prejudic'd me in his opinion, as 
© I was not een of Fog roll 
cit. 


4 \ 


3274 


<1 3 my brother ſcem'd to af-- 


ſume a good deal of authority in the 
family; but that I took little notice 
of, knowing his temper to be natu- 
rally haughty and overbearing :—but 
* judge ,of my ſurprize, Sir, when my 


* uncle was dead, and I, (condeſcend- 


' ingly as I thought) began to conſult 
him 
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him about the funeral; when he told 
me, I might make myſelf perfectly 
'© eaſy on that head, for he ſhould do 
© juſt as he thought proper, without my 
© advice, or that of any body elſe. 


© I was thunderſtruck “ You know 
© brother, I am my uncle's heir, and if 
c he has made a will in your favour, in 
&« regard to the perſonalty, I ſhall be 
6 willing to go ſhares in the funeral ex- 
c pences. He told me he knew what 
© he was doing; that the houſe was now 
© his, and my preſence was no longer 
c neceſſary.— This rous'd me from my 
© ſtupor, and I demanded an imme- 
diate ſcrutiny into the papers of the 
deceaſed; when, to my utter diſmay, 
© my brother produced a fing by 
* which: the entail of the Eſtate had 
been cut off; and aà will, in which 
. 1 f thing was left to N brother, 
ſave 
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« fave a legacy of fifty an to my 
* eldeſt anc 


"2M Thi annia ſevere ſtroke, after the 
expectations I had been encouraged 


to cheriſh, My wife, the moſt pru- 
dent and amiable of her ſex, ſooth'd 


© me to patience; and we determined 
© to retrench our expences, and live ac- 
© cording to our ſmall income. 


My eldeſt girl had juſt left ſchool, 


© ſhe was agreeable in her perſon, mild 
*and gentle in her manners, and her 


* boſom was the ſeat of virtue and ten- 
derneſs; — her diſappointment was ſe- 

© vere, —but by her mother's arguments 
* and example, ſhe ſoon grew refign'd 
and cheerful, She ſtudied how to 
make her education in ſome degree 
* uſeful;—ſhe work'd ſeveral. elegant 


pieces of embroidery, which we got a 
© friend 
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friend in London to diſpoſe of. I 
* ſold my horſe, and diſcharged my 
* man, and cultivated my | garden with 
my own hands;—our mutual affect ion 
induced us to aſſume the appearance 
of content and ſerenity, and theſe en- 
« deavours had ſuch an happy effect, 
that in a ſhort time we all became in 
I © gs what at firſt RAO: leomed. q 


© In this * L was 0 far "Ra 
© envying- my brother, that I really pi- 
'* tied him. I would not have ex- 
* changed my preſent confined circum- 
.* ſtances, to have enjoy d my uncle 
eſtate, on the terms I knew my bro- 
ther had acquired it; — for I was cer- 
c tain he muſt have uſed ſome very baſe 
* artifice, tho' I knew not of what kind; 
and a conſciouſneſs, of my own inte- 
< grity, and that I had not 1ncurr'd my 
. uncle's diſpleaſure by any thing repre- 
£10454: 5 henfible 


* 
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© henfible in my conduct, made me 
look upon it as the ordination of that : 
good and gracious being, who can 
turn our deepeſt adverſity to our 
* greateſt and moſt durable advantap 


One thing however gave me con- 
* ſiderable uneaſineſs; I ' owed. a few 
* ſmall ſums, which tho' they were 
mere trifles when my uncle's eſtate 
lay in proſpect before me, now ap- 
* peared to be matters of real con- 
* ſequence. I called in my bills, and 
found the whole amount to be about 
* forty pounds.— I apologized for not 
* having it in my power to diſcharge _ 
them immediately, but promiſed to 
_ © liquidate them as ſoon as poſſible. 
But as my uncle's demiſe and my diſ- 


EC” 


appointment became publicly known, 


found my creditors began to grow 
1 impatient; and tho' they were not 
8 imper- 
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© impertinent or clamorous, I felt the 


© mortification moſt ſenfibly..—_”_ _ 


© I knew it was hard upon traders to 


© give long credit, if they dealt ho- 


* neſtly ; they muſt pay for their goods 
© regularly, or they could not carry on 
©trade; and how muſt that be done, if 
©a number of their cuſtomers were like 
© me. —Theſe thoughts, at times, made 
© me very melancholy; but I concealed 
© them from my dear Eliza, as there was 
© nothing in her power to leſſen our fa- 

© mily expences, but what ſhe — 


pndtied. 


© One day, when I was ruminating 
© on this unpleaſant ſubject, a neigh- | 


* bouring gentleman, (if a man who 
© has no merit, but a large eſtate, may 
abe call'd ſo) with whom I had 3 
« _ acquaintance, rode up to the 

| "LN door, 
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c door, and enquired for me. I went 
out, and the firſt thing that ſtruck 
me was one of his hands covered with 


e you to get it bound up, as you know 


“ have ſome miles home.” © He 


* alighted and went into the houſe, my 
wife and daughter were alarmed, as I 
* had been, at the fight of the. blood; 


© but. he told them he was not much 


hurt; — they proceeded with trembling 
© haſte to waſh the wound, and apply a 
| ptick.” 


My poor Maria was ſo affected, ſhe 
could ſcarce aſſiſt her mother; and 


1 a * finiſhed, 


© blood. I exclaimed with terror, good 

« heavens, Mr. Frankland, what is the 
cc matter? A mere trifle, Sir, (ſaid he,) 
don't be alarm'd, —my horſe, ſtarted 
« ſuddenly and threw me; my hand is 
te cut,—and I took the liberty to call on 


L when the little office of humanity was 
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r finiſhed, ſhe was fore d to be 
air to keep herſelf from fainting.— 
© Mr. Frankland made many acknow- 
hs <ledgements for the trouble he had 
given us,—complimented my wife on 
her light hand, and ſxill in ſurgery; 
© and rallied my daughter on her ex- 
© treme timidity :—drank a glaſs of 
c wine, —admired the fituation and 
© neatneſs of my houſe, —and invited 
© me eb to dine with him the 
next day.” 


#3 


s * 
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FASHIONABLE FRIENDSHIP. 


* Was in no dif Poteion of mind to 
enlarge my acquaintance, but my 
dear Eliza urged me.— She ſaid, Mr. 
Frankland ſeemed to be very goodna- 
* tured, tho" not over poliſhed, that 
* he had a good living or two in 
© his gift, — and ſhe thought I ſhould 
* not flight an incident that might poſ- 
« fibly turn out to my ah gone. oe : 


8 Her advice had always due weight 
*with me; I went, and was treated 


© with the utmoſt kindneſs and atteh- 
tion. 


_ 
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© tion. He paſſed many encomiums 
< on my wife and daughter, and ſup- 
© poſed I muſt. be one of the happieſt 
© men breathing.—I ſaid I was fo, in 
my family connexions; but every bo- 
© dy had their cares as well as their 
” comforts. When I took my leave, 
© he defired to ſee me often ; adding, he 
Woyndered he had not found gut fo, 
a cagreeable a neighbour ſponer.” 


About a week after he came one af- 
© ternoon, and faid, if he ſhould not be 
deemed an intruder, he was come to 
stake a diſh of tea with us, and to 
_ © thank his fair operators for the cure of | 

6 ' his hand.” 


— 


« After tea he commended the neat- 

© nefs of my garden, which he ſurvey'd 

from the window. I told him I was 

#8 own en therefore he mult 
_ | « not 


2 
54 
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ut expect to fad very peteck 

He then ſuid, ke muſt have > Wallin 
1 he fund 
C13 un bee — it, nil gd x 

„beni em ment, whs; F un- 
<6 derſtand, have a pretty eſtate u Gr 5 
<< pectancy? and, no doubt, but you 
* will ſoon get ſome church prefeiment; 
du my intereſt if any ding | 


I promiſe yo 
ho . in my * 


90 3 my 8 I 
dead, and my brother in pofſeffioniof 
the eſtate: I withed: I had not bern 
encouraged to ex pect it, my preſent 
© ſituation would then have been much 
© happier than it now was.=="* J. undler- 
* ſtand you, my good friend, a little in 
* debt, I ſuppofeꝰ I looked diſcon- 
val. I 1 XX 


E \ 
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© certed, andaſigh eſcaped me. Come,” 


© faid he, don't be troubled at ſmall 


9 +66 epi much is it ?willa few 
ee hundreds ſet you clear? —I hate to 

aſe. th d worthy man embarraſſed, when 
4s it is in my power to help Adel 
eme freely how much would anſwer 

your e. 4 


. 
3 
. 


0 Thus kindly n I told how the 


E £ F amount of my debts; he laughed 


dat me for being diſpirited about ſuch a 
© trifle, —took out his pocket book, and 

A put a couple of fifty pound notes into 
t my hand, telling me, I ſhould pay him 
again when I had got a good living. 
l faid chat might never be, and I. 
© ſhould not deſerve his kindneſs, if I. 
© accepted a loan I might not be able 
to repay,— At length, I accepted one 
© of the bills, and gave him my note of 
# me ü, payable on demand; which 


; - 5 if Y «he . 
4 * 5 2 f 7 4 N 
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ede did not weſuſs to.ake;/ tet he id 
_ ©. he ſhould never deſire me to repay Bag 
© till I had no. further occaſion ew Wa: 


We a to be . 
in a converſational way, he mentioned 
<a living that he had about twenty miles 
© off, that, he believed, was a good three» 

hundred a year, and tlie incumbent» 


very old and infirm; that, my friend. 


I think, would ſuit you very well, till 
© ſomething better drops.” I thank d 
© him for his kind intention, with the + 
tear of gratitude rifing in my eyes 
4 my wife was ſilent, —but her expreſſive » 
* countenance glowed with acknows 
* ledgements, beyond the power of lan- 
* guage. «| He left us happy beyond con- 

« ception; we poured out our thanks to 
© Heaven for having raiſed us up ſuch a. 
$ n wand congratulated each other, 

> 7 © on 


EI LOurSA. NORRESTER. 
* 00 having the loud removed. from. our 


8 bincetallours enjoyments.* | 


| © Mr. Frankland * called on 
nun, oſten made us preſents of game, 
and his friendſhip ſcem'd daily to in- 
 ©:creaſs.” It happened one fine evening, 
my- wife and I were inclined to walk 
N when. my girl was intent upon fi- 
niſhing a piece of work, which ſhe had 
* almoſt compleated, and declined ac- 
—— us. We had not been 
gone long before Mr. Frankland came; 
che went ſtraight into the parlour with 
ee were out, he ſaid he was glad of it, 
it was an opportunity be had long 


b bpeen ſeeking; I want to ſpeak to you, 


4 my dear, upon a ſubject that we can 
eee. R | 
M 
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My poor Marin was ſtruck (peech- 
* jeſs at his words and manner.— He : 
© proceeded, 5 you are too fine a pl to 
<« fir ſpoiling your eyes over thi naſty 
ec frame you ſhall come and tive wich 
me, and be as happy as the day is 
« Jong.” 4 don't know what you 
mean, Sir,” ſaid the poor girl, bluſh- 
sing and trembling, © I am quite happy 
«© with my dear parents, and my work is 
„„ e 
eee 
© ] think, I eould find you better 


© amuſement, and make you happier | 


* than theſe grave old people can ; and 
© | may be a means of making chem 
oe happy too : for if you'll conſent with 


te A good grace, IH be generou to 
* them for your ſake. Come, my ett 
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of your conſent, and Ill ſpare your 
% words.“ — He threw his rude arms 
round her neck, and forcibly kiſſed 

der cheek and lips, and attempted ſuch 
/* freedoms,. as effectually baniſhed that 
diffidence and reſpect, with which ſhe 
6 Same hitherto regarded him. n 
* <a « She ap: him with: ſpirit, and 

if burſting from him, opened the door. 

- . He caught her by the arm, and pull- 

_ © ing her with violence, ſaid, come, 

„ none of your coy airs, Miſs Pert; I 

charge you not to ſay a word of my 
condeſcending to take notice of you 
to your father: —I ſhall ſpeak to him 

«© next, and if he does not behave with 

* more gratitude, and common ſenſe, 
140 than you have done, (and he ſwore a 

4 great oath) you ſhall all repent it.” — 


HE. * with a teniſjing countenance, 
5 4 . | | Che 


Eovisa” FORRESTER 


. the haſted to the door, Wi his 
© horke, and was max out ot Wan 's 


Fe as fon as TY was 


gone, ran into the kitchen, ſunk down 


in à chair, and fainted. The maid, . 


ſurpriſed at her appearance, and Frank- 
©land's abrupt departure, haſted to give 


her proper aſſiſtance, and ſhe ſoon re- 
covered.” O, Miſs! (ſaid the tender- 
< hedrted Rreature) what has that gen- 


ce tleman ſaid to fright you thus? 


ce I ſcarce know, Peggy, what he has 


ce ſaid, or whether I have not been in a 
ce dream; — ſure if my father has not ob- 
<< ligations to him, he could not dare to 
inſult and threaten me ſo!” —<« O, 


ee Miſs | 1 never ſaw any body look ſo 


furious in my life, as he did when he 


« got on horſeback.” * She then told 
* the maid the particulars. of his inſo- 
H 4 lent 
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f len behaviour ; and they both aired 
nat to mention eee en 
abſence, knowing what . it 


L would involye 0 in. 


5 


* 


3 not, at our Foray, e 
hu of her ſpirits; the therefore com- 
* plained of a violent head-ach, 2 
zee 
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A MAN or THE WORLD 
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© we uſed to call him; — at length, to 
© my utter aftoriſhment, I received a 
© letter from my rector, noticing me to | 
© quit the curtey and houſe in 4 quarter | 

© of a year, or ſooner, if poſſible; as he 
* intended to reſide chere — b 


— — 


c nothing of our worthy benefattor,, I 
25 in the overflowings-of ou? 2 = | 
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© time to look out for another ſituation ;— 


and if I ſhould be without employ- 


© ment, I knew not how-to ſupport my 
© family.—I, was likewiſe in a good 
© neighbourhood, and near a cheap 
© market; which made my continuance - 
very defirable in my preſent circum-- 


© ſtances. I much wiſhed to conſult: 


Mr. Frankland,—for tho I had no 
great opinion of his judgement, I had 


of his good- nature; —and as I knew 
he was acquainted with the rector, I 


did not doubt, but he could prevail 
with him to let me continue there till. 
CI | could *. ac commodated elſewhere. 


2 7 It talk d from ns to 1 of going * 
b wait on him ;—but ſuch a load hung 
f upon my ſpitits, that I could not 
© force myſelf out. I began to think he 


"© was ill, as he had never been fo long 
: I ** calling, fince the accident that 


* fuſt 


* 8 - : 
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« firſt bende him to my houſe; and 1 
had juit form'd a reſolution of paying 


my reſpects to him on the morrow, 


when I ſaw him ride up 0 the dent. 


My heart bounded with. joy, and 1 


0 haſted to receive him. He call d me 
© his worthy friend, and ſpoke with the. 
* greateſt cordiality.; but did. not ſeem 


« quite in ſuch ſpirits as 1 had uſually. 


© ſeen him. I ſoon told him the unea- 
« fineſs 1 experienced at the proſpect of 
© leaving my cure, and ſolicited his in- 
* tereſt with my rector for a little-longer 
time. He told me he would do any 
thing in his power to ſerve me, but 
« knew that would anſwer no purpoſe at 
„all, —as the rector was the moſt ob- 
« ſtinate, diſobliging fellow i in the king 
dom; “ but never mind this paltry 
_ « curacy, Il take care you ſhall never 
to feel the loſs of it, unleſs it's your own 
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«© fault; the old man at Southcote can- 
*not' ive for ever.—Come, will you 
5 walk. into the garden, and let us con- 
« fider- what is to be done. 


. a wil walk'd for ſome 
time without ſpeaking a word;—l 
© thought. he looked diſconcerted and 
6 Welokte—Ar en he faid, I. 
% am a fool, Goodwin, to think you. 
« would heſitate a. moment about ac- 
< ceding to a propefal I am. going to 
make you. I know you parſons muſt_ 
eve by preaching; and a: fair outſide 
6 1s neceflary to make the. cheat go 
don; but when ſomething better. 
MG < offers, why ſhould not you embrace 
5e it? was thunderſtruck! — Hes 
vent on, you have a pretty - daugh- 
c 1 never ſaw a girl in my life I 
« lik fo well. Now if you'll yield her 
ce up. Gvilly, without any of your cant 


10 v1 FOR r E 1. TSF 


« or grimace, II ferrle one lnthdred 2 


& year on her, and another on you; and, 
| « | think, that's a OR you won't 
mend.“ 


©I was ſo overpowered” with afto= 


niſhment and indigfation, that F 
© thought my boſom would have burſt.— 

At length I exclhimed, * infolent, de- 
© praved monſter !—dar't thou infult 
ec my misfortunes by fuch an: infamous 
« propoſal Sell the honor and inno- 

4 nocence of my child — no, not for 
all the wealth the world could offer! * 
May conſcious rectitude and an un- 


* blemiſhed name, be the portion oft 


« me and mine; and I can look down 


«with pity on the-recheſt profligyte upon | 


60 2 


«& Proud Prieſt ! ( y he,) this 
Han 3 becomes you. Conſider the 
| « favours: 
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&« favours 1 have conſenred on you ! but 
« ] ſhall find means to humble you. If 
your ſpirit is too high. to make the 
e returns I wiſh, I will inſtantly be paid 
< the money I lent: you.” —** You ſhall, 
„Sir ;—T'll fell my furniture tomorrow; 
«c I would ſooner die than lie under an 
ce obligation to ſuch a deſpicable wretch. 
cc Begone this. inſtant! I am yet maſter 
ce here, and I will bear it no longer.” — 
1 believe he was frighted at the vehe-. 
©mence of my look and action; for he 
«walked haſtily through the houſe, and 


0 aprons 


C I Han I p my = and davgh- 
5 der, and was told they were up ſtairs. 
«<1 was impatient to ſee them, tho' I 
| © dreaded to wound their tender boſoms. 
| £ with a recital of my ſorrows. When 


__ Wer. I found them weeping. in a 
5 room 


8 
3 
7 
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© room that look d n as: garden. 
My wife, I found, when we were gone 
out, went to know the cauſe of Ma- 
© ria's ſtaying out of the parlour, when. 
© ſhe could not but know Mr. Frankland. 
was there. While the dear, dutiful TY 
© timid girl was endeavouring to form. 
an excuſe, they obſerved the commo- 
tion I was .in, when the wretch was in- 
i ſulting me with his abandoned offers. | 
_ © of - friendſhip. . My Eliza could not. 
© gueſs: at the meaning; but Maria 
thought ſhe could too well ex plain i . 
che burſt into tears, and told the un- 
worthy treatment ſhe; had received 
from him, and his threats, which had 
: induced her. to conceal it. A general , 
con planation enſued, and we paſſed the 
* evening in a ſtate little ſhort. of dif-, 
*traction.”. 


$69 Lovisa FORRESTER, 


The next morning 1 ſent to re- 
© queſt. Mr. Fairbrook, a wealthy farm- 
* prefled a great regard for me; to fa · 
&your me with his company for half an 
hour; — lie came, and I, with a little 
* apology, told him of Frankland's inſup- 
« portable crucky.. Ie expreffed his 
© difinterefted friendſhip: in the moſt 
6 animated terms, —wondered at my pas- 
*tjence- that I let the villain go off the 
ground alive, — and declared had hs 
been preſent he would have riſked his 
„Ife in che cauſe of virtue and injured 
L friendſnhip.— He did not value Frank- 
land of a farthing, — he wiſhed he was 
ano preſent that he might give him a 
good drubbing, —he ſhould not grudge 
to pay a hundred pounds for it 


When 
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When he had run himſer out of 
— his friendly ſtrain, I told him 
e ſent for him to alk his advice about 
* the readieft way to Taiſe fifty pounds, 
« which I owed Frankland.— faid, I 
could raiſe plate and linen to a greater 
5 amount, if 1 could find „ 
* would lay down the money.” 


His countenance fell.—“ Why, I 
am very ſorry, Mr. Goodwin, it hap- 
« pens at ſuch an unfortunate time. 
« you have not a friend that would 
„more xejoice to ſerve you, —but I 
“have not ten guineas in the houſe, 
* and a number of workmen to pay, as 
you know I always have;—and tho 
| * I would do any thing in the world to 
e ſerve ſo worthy a gentleman, — yet, 
you know, Sir, for me to embroil my- 
* {elf with a powerful neighbour to do 
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4 you no good, would be mere m_ 
*« 1 have twenty men, I date ſay, ſtand 
ee ing ſtill for want of orders, and, p 
« Sir, I wiſh you a. good morning; and 
nt 1 hope you will do me the juſtice to 
0 c believe, that e would do more 
40 to ſerve you.“ —* He chen haſted 
b 0 away. | 
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: H: was the only perſon I had any 
idea of having affiſtance from, 
and his behaviour ſtruck me into ſuch 
*a ſtate of torpidity, that I ſtood re- 
© gardleſs of all around me; when a 
„farmer, of an inferior claſs, entered 
© the door, to aſk my wife for a me- 
« dicine ſhe uſed to give away for the 
* ague.—He was a civil, orderly: man, 
El had no expectations from him; 
but my pride was ſq abated, that. | 
0 told. 


4 


? 


By 10 A FOR REGTER- 


told r my diſtreſs. Why, Sir, (ſaid 
« the kind hearted creature) tis hard, 
« that a gentleman, as you are, ſhould. 
* be diſturbed for ſuch a ſmall ſum ;— 

« | have twenty pounds by me; and, I 
*« think I can borrow: the other thirty 
c from two of my neighbours, and not 
« mention your name, Sir. I would 
cc not loſe you from the pariſh- for double 
& the ſum, poor as Fam;, and what, tho” 
« *Squire Frankland is. my landlord, 
& hat of that? 1 pay him my rent at 
quarter day, and he may find a better 
Wis rg IF he cane” | 


No, — lem ner en- 
4 broil you with your landlord ; Pans as 
ſpoke, the honeſt man ſaid, Go in, 
Sir, and lock the door; here is a 
eto take care.. J did fo, and an il. 

* c fellow coming to the. door, 
£ my 
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my wife aſked his buſi 
© window. —FHe wanted to ſee me, and 
could not deliver his buſineſs to any 


« body: elſe;—he ſtay d till * ws * 225 


* and then departed. 


© The next day was Sunday, T went 
to Church, and officiated as uſual :=T 
© made no ſecret of my ſituation ;—thofe 
© that, could have aſſiſted me, were cool 
and in haſte -—thoſe that could not, 
« wiſhed it in their power. TI wrote 
£ Frankland word, he might make a 
* ſeizure, and ſell goods to pay his de- 
* mand, He ſent me word, he ſhould 
not give himſelf that trouble; but 
* ſhould ſend me to jail, for the debt I 
* owed him; and if I offered to take any 
© thing off the premiſes till he was paid, 
he ſhould indict me for a robbery.” or” 


| © Tho! I knew he could not legally 
proceed in thus manner, mov'd by the 
4 ears 
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© tears ah entreaties of my EY and 
© daughter, I kept the conſtantly 
locked, and durſt not ir out, day or 
* night. Indeed we frequently ſaw 
* ſome of his emiſſaries about the houſe, 
* which obliged us to uſe thoſe precau- 
tions. We wept, —we conſulted what 
« meaſures to purſue,— but could fix on 
: nothing, but to write to my brother, 
© whom 1 had neither ſeen, nor heard 
* from, fince my uncle's death. | wrote 
© to him in the moſt affectionate and 
# conciliating manner I was able,—laid 
© my caſe before him without reſerve,— 
« and requeſted him to lend me fifty 

© guineas, that I might emerge from my 

© preſent uncomfortable confinement; 
« and 1 would, if he deſired i it, diſpoſe 
* of ſome of my furniture, 720 2 


of him the _— in a week's 


9 1 1 


* 
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e] waited with anxiety for his anſwer 
till the next Sunday, when I again did 
duty in my Church; tho' I own, my 
< ſpirits were ſcarce able to ſupport me. 
ln the evening I received a letter from 
my brother, I opened it with the ut- 
moſt haſte and emotion; — but, gra- 
cious Heaven! what were my feelings! | 
how were my miſeries redoubled, when _— 
found him treat me with the moſt | 


8 inſulting uy that ever dif * 
© the human * 


=, 


He told me, he was not reſpon- bil: 
* ible for my air-built ſchemes; —I | 
* ſhould have been ſecure of my un- TY 
cle's eſtate before I had brought up _ 

my daughter as preſumptive heireſs to "my 
„it. According to the turn things had | 
*taken, he did not ſee what proſpect y 
*I could have for her, but that which N | 
now * itſelf, or ſomething of ; 7h 4 


2 


166 10184 FORRESTER. 


4 fmilar kind: and as he thought 
© could not expect a more lucrative | 
offer, I could not do better than aſk 
* pardon. for my late imprudence, and 
© ſee if the good gentleman: would abide 
* by his liberal propoſal ; —defired I 
© would. give him no bern for 
© he ſhould. receive no letters from me 
in future. ſtampꝰd the deteſted let- 
* ter to atoms; — my poor Eliza fainted, 
Maria „ Fraved.* | 
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* the firſt tumults of uf and 
8 ja were a little abated, my dear Eliza 
"* exclaimed, in broken accents, © Oh! 


c my love! if we could but find ſome © 


that would juſt ſcreen us from the 


© inclemency of the weather, and ſecure 
on you from the horrors of confinement, 


and my child from the attempts of 
c this vile man, we might yet be happy. 
Vol. I. 1 YMy 
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«© —My girl and I would work to gain a jt 


ce maintenance, and, however ſcanty, we . | 


 <©:would never repine, while we could eat 
the bread of honeſt independence.” —  * 


46 O for ſuch a retreat! (ſaid I,) bread, = 


« and honeſt independence, would now 
be the height of my wiſhes.” 


Our ſervant, who had been reco- 
_ *vering her miſtreſs, and was now weep- 
=_ ing in the room, ſaid, I have been 
«ſadly grieved, Sir, ever fince Squire 
« Frankland behaved in that ungentle- 
* man like manner to you; but as I 
 * could do nothing to ſerve you and my 

« dear good miſtreſs, I ſaid nothing; 
* but if, indeed, Sir, a poor cottage 
* would be of any ſervice to you in 
*© thele misfortunes, I could conduct 
« you to one, where nobody could find 


“ you out. It is a very poor place, to 
3 d de 
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< be ſure, Sir; hut yet, I think, it is 
< better than. going to priſon.” 


Maria VINE her arms about the 
faithful creature's neck; -“ O ! Peggy, 

«© if nobody can find us, we ſhall be 
«© quite happy !—do, my dear mamma, 
my dear Sir, let us ſet out this mo- 
ment; for, in the morning thoſe ill- 
1 looking men will be about the houſe: 
* again, and then. we cannot ger out.“ 


© I began to entertain a glimmering 
of hope from what the ſaid, and deſired 
© her to explain herſelf— O, Sir! I 
< hope you will not be offended; but if 
you do indeed with for ſuch a retreat, 
« I can conduct you to my good mo- 
« ther's poor cottage, where you may be 
© ſafe from any fear of intruſion:— And 
my mother can go to my uncle's, as 
” ſhe would have done long fince, only 
12 « my 
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es my brother ſaid, ſhe muſt live in the 
0 cottage to keep it for him. And I 
& will take any thing you pleaſe from 
c hence to farmer Oldcroft's, and carry 
ee it there by night as I can; and I 
* will do every thing in my power to 
„% make you comfortable, till a happier 
turn of Ow attends mo 


£ in hank is; NGN 1 ſee your 
« {ſcheme is quite agreeable to my wife 
cc and daughter, —it is highly ſo to me, 
«and ſo we will prepare for it immedi- 
« ately; but I will take nothing from 

© hence but a little neceſſary change of 
66 linen. Never ſhall the wretch Frank- 
& land, ſay, that I have moved any 
46 hing from this 175 till he is SET 


«I inſtantly defitectony El. prepare 

c "I our removal; — l wrote a ſhort letter 
to F . OW him, that I was 
* gong 
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* going beyond the reach of him or his 
© emiflaries.,—l encloſed the key of my 
© houſe, and told him I had taken an in- | 
© ventory of what J had left, and that he 
© ſhould be called to a dear account if he 

did not make the beſt of what he found 
* there, This letter, with the key en- 
© cloſed, Peggy took to our neighbour 
© Oldcroft's, with a requeſt that it might 
© be delivered to Mr. Frankland the next 
morning. 


We ſwaited for her return in the gar- 
* gen, and then fet forward, with each of 

© us a bundle to carry, and about mid- 

* night we arrived 'at the humble cot. 
The old inhabitant was much alarmed . 
at ſuch an unſeaſonable intrufion 3 but 
upon hearing her daughter's voice, ſhe 
* roſe to let her ii. You may gueſs her 

_ * ſurpriſe to ſee che whole family. Peggy 
rf ge her a ſhort account of the cathy . 
N — ſhe 
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6. he wept For- our . but 


* declared herſelf truly happy if her 
houſe could afford us any comfort. She 
brought forth her homely fare, in the 


© beſt manner "ſhe could; and we ſet 


© down: to. her coafſe bread and ſkim 


cheeſe, - with an appetite not to be 
© deſcribed. 


| * and her mother trimmed up 


che two beds, (which ſhe happily had) 


* with clean linen, and air d them; and 
ve retired to reſt , heartily fatigued, but 
* much more comfortable in our minds , 
than we had been fince theſe troubles 
came upon us. peggy went to reſt with 


5 8 daughter, and the good old dame 
ſat by the fire the remainder of the 
night. In the morning ſhe went to her 
- © brother's to ſtay as long as we had oc- 
caſion to r her houſe. | 


3. ebe 
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« Peggy went into the village the next 
day to buy ſome neceſſaries for us, and 
* to enquire for ſome ſewing, —ſaying 
* ſhe had left her place, and wanted ſome 
employment. As ſhe was well known, 
* ſhe ſucceeded, and brought home half 
a a dozen ſhirts to make, which put us 
{all in high ſpirits My wife and 
© daughter worked with cheerfulneſs, 
« we lived with great trugality, and com- 
* forted ourſelves with an humble re- 
© fignation to the allwiſe diſpoſer of 
events; truſting, that in his good time, 
© our affairs would take a happier turn, 
* and that we ſhould be delivered from 
the iron hand of the oppreſſor. 
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CH AP: XIX. 


THE PLEASURE OF DOING GOOD. 


OR fix weeks we lived in this man- 
1  ner:—the maid procured work, 
C ml. it home, and brought us ſuch. 
« neceſſaries as the preſent ſtate of our 


finances would permit; and very carc- 


ful we were of the little money we 
* poſlefied when we came hither. 


© Tt is now a month ſince my poor wite 


« was ſeized with a fever, brought on, I 


_. © apprehend, by the change of circum- 


, * ſtances, 


LOUISA. FORRESTER, T77 


« ſtances, and manner of living. Since 


that time, my poor girl has been fo 
© taken up with attendance” on her m6- 
© ther, and ſo depreſfed by her grief, 
© that ſhe has been able to do very little 
© work; and we have been forced to 
live on the ſmall ſum I brought with 
me. I have this day ſent the laſt 
© ſhilling I had to the village, to pro- 
cure ſomething for my dear Eliza: 

© (and the tears trickled down his cheeks) 


the reſt of us have taſted nothing but 
© bread and water for near this fortni ght. | 


"""_ Sir, is _ melan __ tale. 


kh e ey non my i 


« Sir! (faid the humane Captain,) I ne- | 


ver experienced ſuch a variety of ſenſa- 
„tions, as while I have been attending 
ce to you. Gracious Heaven! that vil- 
c lainy ſhould have been ſo long pre- 
* ie, and worth like yours ſo 

« long. 
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long involved in miſery - But come, 


„Sir, you muſt and ſhall oblige me, by 


cc accepting the ſmall Matter * have | 
« about. me; get ſomething for yourſelf 
and family,—and you ſhall ſee me 


* | : . 575 . | 
oP again - to-mor TOW. 80 ſaying, he 


Preſſed Mr. Goodwin's hand, and put his 
purſe, containing five guineas, into it, in 
ſuch a manner that he could not refuſe it. 
* I have ladies waiting for me at the 
“village; I have rather overſtaid my 
* time, but I am fure they will readily 
ic excuſe me when they know the reaſ{or, 


D you know Colonel Hamilton, of 


the Grange, Sir? 


J have heard of him, Sir, as one: 
« of the beſt men living.” * Your in- 
e formation. was juſt. I have the ho- 
© nour of being related to him;—will 
« you permit me to introduce him and 
5 | * 1 [79 1 
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] dare ſay, I cannot keep them away 
© when they hear your ſtory; and be 
c affured, my worthy Sir, if it is in the 
cc power of that benevolent family to ex- 
4 tricate you, your troubles will ſoon be 
te blown over;—and fo fare you well.” 


Captain Rainsford haſted back to the 
Inn; where he found the ladies waiting 
his return with ſome impatience. He en- 
tertained them with his adventure; and 
Mrs. Hamilton, as he had ſuppoſed; 
determined to pay them a viſit the next 
morning. Louiſa's heart roſe with all 
the violence of indignation, at this in- 
ſtance of Frankland's baſeneſs; and ſhe RF 
declared ſhe ſhould think all her future 
expectances well beſtowed, if ſuch a 
wretch could be brought to the ſhame / 
and puniſhment he ſo juſtly deſerved. 


; Whe n 


ade L ours ATORREST EE. 


When che affair was related to the 


Colonel, his checks glowed and turned 


| pale alternately with reſentment and kind 


| | emen. a+ ſoon as dinner was: 


over, he ſaid, Harry, will you takean, 
“ airing with me this afternoon Z I was 
te deprived of your company this morn- 
«ing. by buſineſs.” . Moſt gladly, 

e Sir. The horſes were at the door in 
an inſtant, and the Colonel mounted 


with as much eagerneſs, as Frankland. 


would havedone for a day's 1 hunting. 


They rode whe time nn e 
ing a word, when Mr. Hamilton broke 
the flence. My dear Harry, you have 


„ given me more pleaſure to-day than 


I am able to expreſs. You will think 
«© me haſty perhaps, as you have ſo hand- 
e ſomely ſupplied the preſent neceſ- 


e fities of theſe good people, but I can- 
25 mo. ſleep till I know whether the affair 


2 6 
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oa « has been rightly repreſented to you or 
„ not. If it has, what a couple of vile 
* unfeeling monſters are Frankland and 
“the younger Goodwin! I will call and 
< take my friend Pencraft with me to 
5 ” Glenfield. You don't know him; he's 
i reputable attorney whom: I employ 
« as a ſteward. We will go to an Inn, 
e enquire. about the . curate, and the 
e cauſe of his leaving the houſe; and 


* if the account we hear. correſponds: 


« with what he has told you, we will 
go to Frankland, and make him re- 
e ceive his debt, and ſet the good people 
« at liberty; and then we can take them 
comfortable news to-morrow.” _ 


They arrived at the Inn, called for 4 
bottle of wine, and aſked the waiter, who 


brought i it, the reaſon of a good houſe, 


at the end of the village, ſtanding unin- 
Wrede . Idoes not e 
n 60 for 


| F a 5 
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F< 


6c For as why, becauſe I have lived here 


but alittle while; but I hears every 


ce body ſay, as how it is a ſhame and a 
ce pity, to think how the poor gentleman 


e has been drove from it, 'by a great 
© rich *Squire in the Neighbourhood. 


«« Maſter knows all about it, and he 
60 ſays the Squire and Doctor Gripe will 
te never proſper, nor ſuch another good 
« gentleman ever come into the pariſh.” 

« Is your Maſter at home, friend?” — 


« Yes, Sir.”—* Give my ſervice to 


e him, and tell him we ſhould be glad 
we * company to drink a glaſs with 


3 * 


The landlord came, his heart was 


opened by the affable freedom of his 


gueſts and two or three glaſſes of wine; 


and he told them all he knew, and per- 


haps more. He ſaid the whole pariſh 
* n in a combuſtion ever ſince Mr. 
Goodwin 


bo 
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Goodwin had left it; that nobody knew 
where he was gone, and the Squire was 
ſadly frighted for fear of a law ſuit; 
4 for tho? he has a deal of money, gen- 


cc tlemen, he don't like to part with it; 
and then Doctor Gripe, who owns 


this living, was perfuaded to turn 


Mr. Goodwin out of the curacy, by a 


" promiſe of the living of Southcote, 


„ and was told the incumbent was old, 


* and juſt at death 's door, as a body may 


6 ſay.— But when our good curate was 
« driven away, and the church doors: 
* were not opened for a month, ſome 
« of the heads of the pariſh went te 
complain to him; and he faid, he 
* could not help it. So they ſaid, they'd: 
* complain to-the Biſhop; and then he 
* own'd the whole matter, and begged 
them to be patient, and as ſoon as 
* the rector of Southcote was dead he'd 
«© make them amends. T hey told him 

| | cc the 
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© the rector of Southeote was as young 
4 and as likely to live as himſelf; and 
ce then he fled in a paſſion and told the 
e whole affair.“ —In ſhort, all he faid 
was to the great credit of Mr. Goodwin, 
and coincided with what he had ſaid 
himſelf, as far as the affair was ** 
* known. 


| When Mr. W was 50 far 

fatisfied as to- the truth of the informa- 
tion he had received, he and his little 
party proceeded to Frankland's, whom. 
they juſt ſaw enter his an * rode 


into Re ** 
FE: Mw. 8 fawn his name, and 
him go in not two minutes fince ; that 
he had buſineſs of conſequence, and 
muſt ſee him: — and walk d into the hall, 
nde by the n and Rainsford. 

5 — 


A becher F rankland Wee Mr. Ha- 
milon was come to call him to ac- 
count for his behaviour to Miſs . For- 
reſter, or what were his ideas at that in- 
ſtant, the recorder of this narrative can- 
not poſitively determine: but certain it 
is, he wiſhed to avoid an interview wick 
him at that time. 


As the ſervant opened a _ door 
3 over his ſhoulder, fore 33 
land riſe with evident marks of trepida · 
tion, and heard him ſay, I am en- 
* gaged, -I cannot fee any body,. 1 
cam ill, I cannot be diſturbed.” — 
Mr. Hamilton beckoned the company 
to follow / him, and ſtepping forward, 
ͤintruſion, but my buſineſs is of im- 
* partance.and cannot be deferred; and 
60 if 


« if you are ill, a8 is the more th 72 
<« ceſſity for its being diſcuſſed imme- 
ee diately. This gentleman, Mr. Pen- 
& craft, Sir, is come to wait on you, in 

& behalf of a client of his, who is ſome- 
thing in your debt.“ I don't know 

ce the gentleman, Sir, nor ſhall I be 

* troubled about anybody $ dad at 

te preſent.” 


4 Very well, Sir, (ſaid the Attorney,) 
you muſt do as you pleaſe, I ſhall ex- 
< ecute my client's commiſſion; and if 
you will not receive the money you lent 
«© Mr. Goodwin, and deliver up his 
% note, I ſhall know how to proceed 
ALY y ou.“ He proceeded to tell the 
money, and demanded the note.— 
Frankland began to abuſe Mr. Good- 
win in the mot brutal and illiberal 
terms, and ſwore he would ruin him if 


it coſt him a thouſand Pons. Why, 
cc ts 


4 
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T to be ſure, Sir, that S a chriſtian- like 
4 reſolution, and you have a right to 
«© ſpend your money your own way. I 
* thonld have no objection at all to 

<« pocketing a few hundreds of it, as I 
i ſee you are fuch a friend to our fra- 
40 ternity; — but let me tell you one 
thing by the way, Sir; —if you ſpend 

ten thouſand you cannot bur Af. 
0 Goodwin. He is not now the diſ- 
6c treſſed, unfriended man you think 

„ him. He has had a luck} turn in 

« his affairs, and ſhall lirigate the mat- 
ee ter with you till you are tired; and fo, 
“Sir, will you receive your money or 
„ not? —obſerve well what he ſays, 
„ gentlemen.” 


<< But I have been at the devil and 
* all of expence in bayliffs and at- 
c tendance, and do you think I muſt 
m0 by all that out of pocket? “ Yes, 
' cc Sir, 


, 1 * 4 * 
* 4 1 * 7 
51 8 * 
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40 Sir, and a great deal more, if that does 
\s not content you;—you know, Sir, 
«© you might have been paid, if you 
e would have waited but one day; you 
c have been put in poſſeſſion of aſſets 
e to ten times the amount of your de- 
„ mand, and ſo Sir, let me have your 
+ deciſion immediately, for my time is 
“ precious. If you refuſe, I muſt ſtate 
© the caſe. to my client's counſel to- 
c night, and we'll be ready for you, 
_& never fear, Sir. Come, Sir, ( ſhaking 
e a large carvaſs bag) may I hope to fill 
_ © this. with a few of your ſpare hun- 
c dreds? you could not beſtow them 
& better ; for then you will have the ho- 
tc nour of being known to the kingdom 


4 
& at large; and your meritorious pro- 
ee ceedings with Mr. Goodwin and > 


«© Doctor Gripe, laid open to the eyes 

'« of all men. Tis pity Sir, your light 

e ſhould be hid under a Wel 0 
* Confound 


8 
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. Conſole: you, you reiten 
«c-raſcal!—do you inſult me in my own Mi 
ee houſe?ꝰ Oh, by no meant m? WM 
good Sir, I honour r ; 
Gentlemen, you hear what obliging _ 
«epithets Mr. Frankland is pleaſed to 2 
< beſtow on me, —pettifogging raſcal. 
© Jam much obliged to you, Sir! cheſe = , 
« words,, before two creditable witnefles, 
«will ſupport an action upon the e 
0 and I ſhall have no doubt of reco- 
«6 vering conſiderable damages; and be- 
e teen me and my worthy client, you 
4 ſhall have as much law as your noble 
heart can wiſh. we'll traverſe you 
<« thro? all the courts in the Kingdom: 
«and. ſo, Sir, be pleaſed to let me 
* have your final determination, — for as 
= 10m before, I cannot ſtay.” 1 
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produced Mr. Goodwin's note. The at- 
WH torney 
| . ; TJ g to ſign, which he did; — it was pro- 

* 1 * Nen witneffed by Mr. Hamilton and 
| Captain Rainsford and they marched 
' off in triumph, while Frankland pur- 


4 ſued them with vollies of curſes. 
44 | n K - 1 : 


iT 


They were not got more than a quar- 


| heard a violent halloo after them; when 
topping they were accoſted by one of 


« with you; my maſter forgot it till you 
ere gone; but he ſaid, you'd may- 
06 hap make him travel all the Courts 

<< in the Kingdom for it; and fo he ſends 

* jt you, with his hearty curſes, and de- 

« fires he may have no more trouble 

a "with any of you; fr, he ſays, as how, 

« 70 


mY matter for Pencraſt's irony, "he at laſt 


vrote a proper diſcharge for him | 


ter of a mile from his houſe, when they 


Frankland's grooms, who held up a key, 
crying, ** ſtop, gentlemen, and take this 


10 U 184 


* 


5 F ORR 0 v7 EV =: R +7. 8 
1 4 Yor a pack of devils i in Aide, and it 
he's glad he's rid on you all. So lay 
ug. he turn'd his horſe, and 'gallopeds, © 2 
Aback, „ leaving the gentlemen highly di- 
4 verted at the maſter $1 terror, and the * 8 > 1 
man 's manner of delivering his meſſage. . 25 1 


1 7 — 6 > 
; * 3 Ex > 0 * N 4 $- 


b 


% They Turned; to the Grange, ex- 
 tremelys ſatisfied, with the event of their 
negotiation. They entertained the ladies 

ph, the 6 . the alternoon ; ; 


SA 5 bee by chevy _ 
next day. 5 


But to return to Mr. Goodwin.— As 
ſoon as Captain Raynsford left him, he 
examined the contents of the purſe, and 
returned from the door with tears of 
tranſport trickling down his care- vorn 
cheeks ; and his boſom expanded with 
ſentiments of gratitude too intenſe for 
| utterance, 


* 


b | who. had directed this E bee. 
1 4 2.5 * er to the hopeleſs houſe of miſer AS 
1 1 The little Anna met him, and lad hold . ; 
el his hand, and looking in his fice 
is * 1 aw the guſhing tears,—** What is che 8 
watier, papa?” cried the lie prattier, 
K hope that gentlerhan did not W 
fim that naughty Mr. Frankland, 
© that made us leave our good houſe, 
< and come to this. poor, place ?=If V 
<0 did, I think my dear- mamma Will die, 
e and then what ſhall We do? Land 
2a tears burſt from her little eyes. 


«No, my ſweet innocent, ae gen- 
4c tleman, I am fury was ſent by God 
«Almighty to comfort us.” — “ Was he, 

e papa? —then why do you weep? for 
« God Almighty would not ſend any 
« body "that was wicked. They 
4 are n of 5 and ee my 
8 child: — 


* 5 1 ” wo 
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child: — Come with me, and let us 
« comfort your poor mother and ſiſter.“ 
te Yes, papa; but do dry your eyes, or 
e elſe my dear mamma will be frighted ; 
0 becauſe I dare ſay my ſiſter would tell 
«© her, there was a' gentleman here.“ 
He preſſed her to his boſom for her fi- 
al tenderneſs, —offered up his thanks 
to Heaven in a fervent ejaculation, — 
dry'd his eyes, —and led her up ſtairs. 
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AN UNEXPECTED TURN OF 
FokrUR B. 


8 he entered the room, Mrs. Good- 
win looked at him with an air of 
timid enquiry, but could not ſummon 
up courage to ſpeax. I underſtand you 
«© my dear Eliza, —you wiſh to know 
e the reſult of this ſtranger's appearance 
& in our cottage ;—let this ſpeak for me, 
© my love, (ſhewing her the gold,) it 
« was preſented by ſuch a man, and in 
% ſach a manner, as gives double value 
| | 66 to 


195 
be to the relief it affords us; and now 
s be comforted, my love, and I will 


LOUISA FORRESTER, 


„give you the particulars at leiſure.” . 


Juſt as he ſpoke, Peggy returned from 
the Village with a chicken and a pint of 
wine, which was all to have been re- 


ſerved for Mrs. Goodwin's nouriſhment; 


as her diſorder was abated, and ſhe now 


wanted only en food and n of 


mind. 


Mr. Goodwin told the affectionate 
girl, that he had received a timely ſup- 
ply, — gave her a glaſs of wine, and ſent 
her to the village with a guinea, to buy 
ſuch neceſſaries as ſhe and his daughter 
thought proper; while Maria began to 
prepare the chicken for dinner. 


Mr. Goodwin related the particulars 
of Captain Rainsford's converſation and 
ben to her and her mother; and 
K 2 by 
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by every ſoothing reflection encouraged 
them to receive the viſitants they were 
to expect on the morrow, with com- 


— ure. 
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It is not in the power of language to 
deſcribe the gratitude and joy of this 
worthy family; it was almoſt more than 
Mrs. Goodwin, in her weakened ſtate of 
health, could ſupport. —But after a few 
. hours congratulation of each other on 
the happy turn of affairs that ſeemed to 
await them, and a comfortable meal, 
their paſt ſufferings began to appear as 
a dream, from which they were happily 
awaked- 


. 


—— 
8 hey : oo 7* 
- & n n 
— 1 r 
* wi 2 a - 


| The next morning they were very aſ- 
ſiduous to make their humble habi- 
tation as decent as might be. Every 
thing was clean and neat, and Mrs. 
Goodwin was dreſt and reclined on her 

humble 
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humble bed, when Captain Rainsford, 
with humanity and rapture ſparkling in 
his eyes, after a gentle rap, opened the 
door. Mr. Goodwin met him, O 
« Sir, how good you are! what 4 
change have you wrought in this poor 
e cottage; we are now all full of hope 
ec and comfort.“ Long may thoſe 
e benign powers bleſs your habitation, 
* my good Sir, I rejoice to fee the al · 
* teration in your countenance. —Here 
« are the relations I named to you yeſ- 
e terday; they will make good my pro- 
&© miſe, in a fuller manner than I had 
then an idea of,”—So ſaying, he 
ſtepped back and introduced the Colonel, 
Mrs. Hamilton, and Mrs. Forreſter. 


The Colonel took Mr. Goodwin by 
the hand, —** My dear Sir, I have heard 
cc your {tory _ honour your character, 
ang from the moment my nephew 
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é gave me an account of the ill treat · 
te ment you have received, I thought 
it my duty to do all in my power to 
« ſerve you.—Bur may we ſee your good 


„ lady? — is ſhe able to hear the recital 


of what we have beendoing? —ifſhe is, 


« we may talk n . to- 


« gether.” 


« Yes, Sir, my wife, as well as my- 
« ſelf, will think herſelf honoured by 
« the kind notice you are pleaſed to 
« take of us in this time of our diftreſs.” 


f Mrs. Goodwin is able to ſee us, 
4 (faid Mrs. Hamilton,) my filter and 


& ] maſt be introduced firſt; her ſpirits 
« muſt not be hnrried with too many 
6e ſtrangers burſting upon her at once.“ 


6% You'ſhalt have your way, my dear, 
laid the Colonel,) I know it's right.” 


Mr. Goodwin ſhewed the ladies up fairs, 
eee them, to Mas. S and 
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returned to he gentlemen, telling Maria 
to let him know when he ſhould in- 


troduce them. 


Mrs. Goodwin attempted to riſe as 
the ladies approached her, Maria ſtood 
by, holding her hand and aſſiſting her. 
Mrs. Hamilton ſtepped haſtily to her, 


ſhoulder; ſaid, *lie ſtill, my dear Ma- 
4 datn, we come to ſee an invalid; we. 
* muſt poſitively have no ceremony, or 
© we ſhall: do more harm than good; 
* we know all your hiſtory, and come 
to give you conſolation, not trouble. 
% Two months ago we ſhould have 
been happy to have known Mr. and 
Mrs. Goodwin, as viliting neigh- 
c hours; and do not think we are ſuch 
*« ſummer inſets, as to be driven away 
266 by a wintery ſtorm. — You would not, 
od. K 4 7, 664 


* 
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;06 I am fure, had our firuations been 
« reverlt.” 


She fat down on the bed, and taking 
her hand, ſaid, We are extremely 
© happy that my nephew found out 
© your retreat, yeſterday, —Mr. Ha- 
„ milton and he are below, waiting for 
your permiſſion to relate a ſtory, 
„which I hope will give you, Mr. 
„ Goodwin, and this young lady, 
-< much pleaſure as it has done my ſiſter 
e and me. — Mrs. Goodwin thanked 
her for the intereſt ſhe took in their af- 
fairs, and told Maria to aſk her father to 
bring the gentlemen up; — they came, 
and another ſcene of tender politeneſs 
enſued.— The Colonel ſoon began a de- 
tail of his interview with Frankland ;— 
Maria made an excuſe to leave the 
room, to avoid hearing the repetition of 


= a 
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a name, that fll'd her with horror and 
dereftatoon. 


Mrs. Goodwin ſeemed to receive ad- 
ditional ſpirits and ſtrength from every 
incident ; and the concluding ſcene of 
the key, made her almoſt forget the weak 
ſtate to which ſhe was reduced. When 
ſhe ſaw that, Mr. Goodwin's note, and 
a formal diſcharge fign'd by Frankland, 
—with hands and eyes lifted to heaven, 
ſhe exclaimed, My God, I thank thee! | 
e thou in thy mercy haſt raiſed us up 
&« friends in the time of affliction; and 
te we may now again praiſe thee, with 
« joyful hearts! — (then turning to the 
company,) O gentlemen!—O ladies! 
“ —excuſe the overflowings of my ſoul! 
«© You have delivered us from more 
than death, - you have delivered us 
e from hopeleſs miſery now, Mr. 
1 Goodwin, we can return to our houſe, 
„make 
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make the beſt of our unneceſſary 


*© moveables, —and you will have time 


* and opportunity to ſeek for another 

„ curacy ; and we will take care to live 

tc » 42. . ' „ 11 
within the income, be it ever ſo ſmall. 


Patience, my dear Madam, (ſaid 
*© Mrs. Hamilton,) you muſt not forget 


*© that you are yet very weak and far 


« from being recovered; — we muſt 


have no precipitation; -] muſt take 


upon me the management of your fa- 
My mily for the preſent. F Do | you think 
you could bear to go three miles in 


«© a chariot, by to-morrow? O Ma- 


« dam, I think 1 could walk as far to- 
« day.” | 


Jes, my good friend, joy is a great 


Aae of the Spirits; yet P be- 


«tieve, this delicate frame would ſink 
de . yards. 


4 Bux 


© 


* 
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« But if you think you can bear to be 


removed, I will ſend for you and che 


young ladies to-morrow. Mr. Good-- 
« win ſhall have a horſe, and my ne- 
120 phew, | know, will with pleature he 
« your conductor; and your: ſervant 
* may walk if you pleaſe. I am impa- 
« tient to get you from this uncom-- 
«© fortable ſpot; and when I have you : 
e under my own roof, I. hope my en- 
« deavours will ſoon reſtore you te 
«© health and vivacity. I will have no 
« acknowledgements, — I am pleaſing 
% myſelf,— and Ethink you would not 
© refufe me any . in your 
power to beſtow. 195 l. 125 


Indeed, I TITS not, Madam, 1 


4 ſa the nobleneſs of your nature; — but 


« ſuch a family !—ah, Madam, it is too 


much!“ No, it is not, and fo, my 


« worthy friends, fare you. well; and 
« About 


* b 6 


* 


E 
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about this time to-morrow the chariot 
* ſhall be here.—Bring all you have 
« with you, and ler the * old 
* dame re- enter her manſion.” So ſay- 
ing, ſhe led the way down firs, with- 
out giving time for Mr. and Mrs. 
Goodwin to expreſs the pallet: ſen- 
| fations * their hearts. 


# 

- Next day the chariot, horſe, and 
Captain Rainsford arrived. The family 

in a full flow of ſpirits and renovated 
= health, were ready for their removal; 
and the faithful Peggy bounded after 
them like a young roe; exulting that 

ber beloved maſter and miſtreſs were 
N again going to appear in their proper 
ſtation; and that ſhe had been; in ſome 
degree, an inſtrument of their emerging 
from their late diſtreſs. | 
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HEN they arrived at the Grange, 

they found every thing of eaſe, 
tenderneſs, and politeneſs, beyond their 
moſt ſanguine expectations. — Mrs. 
Goodwin was conducted to the apart 
ment prepared for her by Mrs. Ha- | 
milton and Mrs. Forreſter; where the 3 
former inſiſted on her repoſing herſelf 1 0 | 
awhile on the bed;—told her ſhe muſt 1 
be quite at home, and her own ſervant 
ſhould attend her; who, as ſoon as they 
EY left 
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leſt 3 was Tow” up with ſoch re- 
freſhments as Miſs Goodwin thought 
* would be moſt 28! eeable to > her mamma. 


. — 


121 . 


22 Goodiyin and his daughters were 
welcomed to this houſe of hoſpitality in 
uch Aa manner as made it n for 

happy. Miſss Förreſter conceived a 

friendly partiality for Miſs Goodwin, as 

ſoon as ſhe heard her ſtory, which was 
muck inereaſed by the mild delicacy, 
| and reſpeaatul.” — of ber behas. 


”"D * 


ter dinner Maris attended her mo- 
ther, to ſee if ſhe was well enough to 
bear che converſation of this family of 
friends; ſaying ſhe was, they all attended 
her in her room, and Mrs. Hamiken 
ſoon told her, it was now time to ſettle 
_ D 3 for it was a ſhame 
| the 


the houſe at 
locked up an 
= 
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#. 
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growing 
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thankfully agreed to; "= Miſs For- 


reſter ſa aid, the muſt be F dulged in al. 
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In the morning the ſervants ſet out as x | 

yas intended; and at breakfaſt Mr. 7” if 1 
= Goodwin expreſſed ſuch an earneſt de- I 1 i 
| fire to fee his houſe, and to hear what we as 9 


1 ſaid in che neighbourhood, of this {iff 


14 


turn 


— 


LARS — — 


— 


Wl 4 0 d prog ſed aer him thither 
Wim ng, and taking a whet 
th r þ {58.0 landlord, 


— Rio 7 2 2 about twelve 
Fcocky the . W 


— — 


tions in the i reet, and about the door; 
and heard a confuſed murmur of the 
parſon and the Squire; when, as they 
rode up to the gat&vay, an elderly man 
ran out of the crowd, and laying hold 
ef Mr. Goodwin's bridle, exclaim'd, 
cc thank heaven, that I have liv'd to ſee 
&« this day !—You're heartily welcome 
« home again, Sir; and I'm glad to 
« hear for once, that right has overcome 1 
« might, (as they ſay) — The Squire 
* hide his * now v they ſay, and it's 
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« no matter; for thoſ he be my land- 
„lord, he's no better than he ſhou'd be; 
« and if we can but have you again, 
© nobody will care three farthings what 
becomes of him. FE” 


66 thank you, my good neighbour, 
© (ſaid Mr. Goodwin) but I am quite 
«ata loſs to gueſs your meaning; if 
* you mean Mr. Frankland, he has no- 
« thing to fear from me. All accounts 
© between us are made even; — I am 
© coming to my houſe again,—and ſhall 
* never think of purſuing any methods 
* of revenge againſt a man, whoſe inju- 
* rious treatment of me has turn'd out 
* ſo much to my advantage; and given 
% me an opportunity of ſeeing further 
© into the real characters of men „ than [ 
* ever could have done in the ſunſhine 
Hof proſperity.” —* Well, Sir, you are 
*all goodneſs, and know beſt what is 

5e right; 
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e right; your example will do us all 
„good, if it is not our own faults.” 

They alighted and went into the houſe, 

where all was joy and congratulation. 


They went to the parſonage, and Mr. 
Goodwin ſhew'd the Captain the houſe 
and garden, and made many juſt re- 
marks on the advantages of adverſity. 
% Amongſt others, Sir, (ſaid he) to my 
* former afflictions, I owe the valuable 
& acquiſition of your friendſhip, and 

that of your amiable relations; which; 
5 truſt, will be a fource of happineſs 
to me, that will end but with my ex· 
* tence.“ 


They fun the houſe in a proper train 

of airing and cleaning, and return'd to 

the Grange in high ſpirits ; where they 

found Mrs. Goodwin waiting their re- 
turn with a pleaſing anxiety. The even- 
5 wg 


* 
* TY i 
5 no * „80 1 


1 * Bey F - 2M 
l * - * * 5 1 12 4 Xe 4 £ . : „ 
— l ad * cp 2 ; 


41 
1 2 . 
bl z 

} 
f N N 5 

— 

12 
on LO I 
8 


LOUISA FOR REST EA. 211 


ing was ſpent in her apartment, and ſuch | 


a happy effect had the change of affairs 


on her conſtitution, that ſhe was able the 

next day to come down to dinner. Ma- 
ria was all joy and gratitude; — little 
Anna was blithe and playful as the ten- 


der fawn; — Mrs. Goodwin's amiable 
countenance was irradiated with ſenti- 


ments too delicate and exalted for ex- 


preſſion; but they were underſtood by 


every beholder. The proper alteration 
in their dreſs made them appear in quite 
2 different light ; and the whole family 
did credit to the taſte of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hamilton, in the choice of their friends. 


After dinner the Colonel ſaid, “ this 
© is a day of rejoicing, ſome muſic we 
% muſt have, I wiſhwe could raiſe a lit- 
* tle concert, — All the ladies, I pre- 
Oy can play, but, alas ! here is only 
* © Tas eee to accommodate them. 
« Well, 
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« Well, one muſt play, and the reſt 
ii inge I have taken care, Sir, 
« for an additional inſtrument, (ſaid 
Captain Rainsford) for, as Mr. Good- 
vin and I were ranging over the deſo- 
cc late houſe at Glenfield, I eſpy'd a 
e guitar hanging upon the willow: — 

£ aſked if Miſs Goodwin played upon it, 
and being anſwered in the affirmative, 

© I took care to ſend it amongſt the other 
e neceſſaries; and, I hope by the care ! 
6“ have taken of it, it has by this time re- 
% covered its tone.” Miſs Goodwin 
bluſhed her thanks for this mark of at- 
tention, and the inſtrument was pro- 
duced. 


5 4 Pray, Captain, (ſaid Mrs. Ha- 
. milton,) don't you play on any in- 
«« ſtrument; I never thought to aſk you 
i before. O yes, Madam, I can 
N rattle away on the clarinet t. wong 
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4e do you good to hear me !—TI can 
« boaſt now there's no fear of my being 
« put to the trial. —I never thought of 
« my poor clarinet, when I read my 
«© uncle's letter; I ſhould at that time 
« have been deaf to the muſic of the 0 
« ſpheres.” << Then you do play of 
« Play, Madam! if you had heard me 
« the night after we beat the Spaniſh = 
Fleet, and took Don Juan de Langara, 
« you'd never have forgot it; it might 
« not be very fine, perhaps, but it got 
« me wonderful credit at the time.” 


© How happened it, my dear Harry, 
* (faid Mrs. Hamilton) that you could 
think of playing at ſuch a buſy time?” 
„Why, I'll tell you, my good aunt; 
"ye were extremely buſy, as you may 
'« ſuppoſe, during the action; and when 
* that was over, and the Spaniſh Ad: 
" miral came on board our ſhip, and 1 
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<« Prince William Henry was told by 
« my Patron, that it was proper for 
ce him to demand, (or rather to receive) 
« the ſword of the venerable captive, 
eit would have raiſed you quite out of 
&« yourſelf, my noble minded madam, 
to have ſeen the delicate ſtruggle in 
the breaſt of my royal meſlinate;—to 


„ have beheld the lively exultation that 


« glowed in his amiable countenance, 
- < and fparkled in his 090 at the glo- 
& rxiĩous ſucceſs of the ſoftened by 
% the humane . of giving 
« freſh pain to a mind already de- 
« preſſed, which muſt be the natural 
46 conſequence of $7: + well-proved veteran 
yielding up the infignia- of his pro- 
« fefonto an unfledged youth: and to 
«fee with what politenefs and noble 
1 οndeſcenſion, he returned it, and bid 
c him wear it with honour. —Oh! it 

e eee, ſpirits, that! 
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£6 walked upon deck, and celebrated 


notes I. could call from my reed :— 
, whilſt the brave ſailors danced and 
« huzza'd round me in ſuch a manner, 
chat an uninformed byſtander would 


by the tarantula. —But pardon me, 
"<> reſpected friends, this is a ſubject 
I can never ſpeak of without running 
1 into prolixity.“ i 


© Your ae anecdote needs | no 
* apology, Captain, (faid Mrs. Forreſter) 
« the Royal Midſhipman. has occupied 
«in the hearts of all his good father's 


poem in my poſſeſſion, which has 
© never 8 ſeen the light, tho“ k has 
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« could not think of ſleeping; but 


« our victory, with the moſt animated 
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„ have thought they had been all bitten 


* a warm corner in my heart, and I truſt, 


* loyal ſubje&, ever fince he has ap- 


ak been 
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s been written ſome years, in which he ' 

is particularly noticed. It was com- 
& poſed by a friend of mine, and I was 
* indulged with a copy. The incident 
* which occaſioned it was the death of 
Prince Alfred. — The author had her- 
« {elf experienced the loſs of a lovely 
« infant; and was therefore qualified 
to judge of the feelings of others in 
« fimilar circumſtances, + 


The production may appear fan- 
©&« ciful, as ſhe mentions all the Royal 
« Family, and makes an allufion to 
«ſome flower that bloomed the month 
« they were born, excepting their Ma- 
« jeſties and the Prince of Wales; to 
«© whom fhe has appropriated the flow- 
« ers emblematic of their ſuperior fta- 
* tion. If it is agreeable to the com- 
, pany, and Ms. Hamilton will do uv 

the favour to xead it, I will fetch it.” 
| es — 
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Charlotte, with ever open hands, 
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The company were unanimous in 
their wiſhes to hear it the Colonel 1 
accepted the agreeable tafk; — Mrs. 


Forreſter produced the manuſcript, — 


and the Colonel read as follows : . . 


- . 
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O deck the 3 of the main, 

In one delicious noſegay bound; 
The choiceft blooms that ſtrew the "PY 
Diffuſe Fo. various wes. round. ap 


Firſt, George,—the Crown Imperial ſtands, 


The grace and guardian of the realm ; 5 


— 


Diſpenſes bleſſings from the helm. ; i 


As the ſweet Lily, queen of flow'rs, © 
Spreads wide her fragrance thro" ths! a 


Charlotte, ſupreme in goodneſs, tow'rs, ' - 
Beſt, faireſt, 'midſt eb and fair. 
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5 z peunger George; of W $0 er : 
Fit emblem of his father's youth'z "ETA 
; Fotemoſt in ev ry manly. ſport, 
| „Nor d with ene ſenſe, and truth, 


Like the Bim Reir-4b-Zic'he fads, 
In fecondary luſtre bright; 
Homage from ev'ry heart commands, 
| 5125 cheers our eyes with mildeſt . 
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bs Bred? 1 3 witty, young, and f Say, 
Replete with each endearing art; 
In foreign minds ſhall fix his ſway, 
And 2 88 each eye and e 
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f. A high ung d dibons, 
Thi pürßte Siltim foremoſt ſtands; g's 

So Fred rick's name ſheds rich nord 
O'er Ofiabiry' 8 high farour d lands. 


| Flame name inſpires my muſe). 
The joy of ev'ry Britiſh ſoul; 

PS Thy noble energy diffuſe, 
: re aaa pole to pole. 
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Our future navies may ſt thau guide. 

Succeſsſul gainſt thy father's fes; 

Till aw'd by thee, grim war ſubſide, . 
And PEACE: each bleeding Wert compoſe. 


Sweet Prince ! may it chow for ever i 
The meet * ene praiſe receive - 
Fre Hiltan hloom from age to age 1 


— the Autumnal Reſe di ſplays, - #3. _ 
Her fragrant buds to frowning think +: 
Smiles on the Sun's dimigiſh'd rays 


„ =. 


And zephyr with ame ſupplies, 


80 ſmiles young Charlotte beauty 1 

Surpaſſing ex ry May-born e | 
As April's mildeſt morn ſerene, 43.7 of 
Yet fearleſs of dread winter's power 


Edivard l ab; name for ever PRE 2 


* 


May'{ thou eur conqu' ring armies Ei: 
The Laurel twin'd with Oliven wear, 


* aw 


Of Albion's foes the ſcourge and dread. | 
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5 Mid ſtern November blaſts ſhall land; 
. cheer, like May, the fight, 
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Ernfe, the ſweeteſt flower of June, 
With Panſies ſhall beſtrew the plain; 

Augaftes, crown'd with Videts, tune 
To love and joy, the ſprightly ſtrain. 
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Adolpbhus, like art fas, blooms 

II znfant innocence array'd; 

The Lily of the Vale eee 1 e wb; 
The breaft of Mary, 1 md. 


— —_ 


Sophia; Uke we rd lande 
Smiling at winter's dreary frown ; 
While ſweet. Ofavins little hands, 


Wich early Snotu-MDrops Weave a crown. 


- 


it 
— R 
i = 
£ 
. 
s 5 
. 
5 - 
, 
,. : 
: 
% 
1 
+ 64 
* 
F * 
2 5 
* 
LN ? 
. 3 4 
49 ' 
1 4 
* »M - 
$75 4 
. by 
14 * 
18 
1 
5 
* * 
. 
* £ 
i 4a 
* 
1 | 
#3 4 N 
. C 
Ld * +4 
. 21 
WES 
n b 
a 
\ 5 
q 
" 
1 
A 
* 
$16: 
Ko 8 
* 
46 
4 # 1 
N 4 i, 
ers [2] 
— 1 1 8 
MP \ i 
Wii 1 _ 
T TRY 
7 l 
07: * a oF 
1 ID: 
[1 = id 
ad oo 
I 3 
1 
9 ”. . 
5 
7 „ 
111 
bes t 
Y 1 
1 * LL == 


6 EY 


September! frown'd, on Alfred 's bin 

; Britannia's genius weeping, cry'd, - 
| His ſpirit's too re fin d for earth, 
Tan A fred ſoul ne #7 1 


10 16 ron =, 


„ 


as the 75 re- P. oſe, bst ee i 9939: 
Opes its fair foliage, fades, and dies; 

So Al fred blooms a ſhort-liv'd hour, 5 
3 hen haitens, to his native ſkies, , r IE 
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x Fes evrfene? Ge any deen aft! 
Loet ſympathetic ſorrow flo! !)! 
Tho! Alfred gains the realms of reſt, 


What pangs his royal parents know. 


9 * our tpi in this trying hour! uy 
2 ſooth each pain, 8 e 


Inflicted by Almighty nouns „ 4:8] 


1 Not loſt (your Son,) but gone before,” 
To his bright manſion in the fey ; = 
And late may your bleſt ſpirits ſoar, 
To join him in the realms on high. 


The  coticluding ſtauzas drew the tear 
of affectionate ſympathy from every eye. 
Mrs. Forreſter received the thanks of the 
company, and they proceeded to their 
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little concert, which was truly pleaſing to 
all parties. 3 yy 


Miſs Forreſter exerted her muſical 
abilities as uſual, and pleaſed, as ſhe ak 
ways did ; but Miſs Goodwin's voice 
and finger opened a new fource of de- 
light. Her voice was ſoft and her taſte 


exquiſite, and a gentle timidity diffuſed 


itſelf thro' her performance;—which,. 
whilſt it ſeemed to conceal her excel- 


lence, added grace to every ſtrain ; the 


depreſſion of her ſpirits was removed, 


and ſhe became the delight of the family. 
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